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Pins  And  Logos  Through  The  Journey 


INTRODUCTION 


As  part  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  United  Methodist  Women,  A  Task 
Force  was  appointed  to  bring  the  history  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
up-to-date;  the  last  printed  history  having  ended  with  the  year  1965.  That  book  was 
compiled  and  edited  by  Mrs.  John  C.  Wright  (Louise). 

It  has  been  an  exciting  adventure  for  all  of  us  as  we  researched  the  life  and  times 
of  this  organization.  Since  many  of  the  books  and  materials  we  had  access  to  are  no 
longer  in  print  or  readily  available,  members  felt  that  an  organizational  chart  and  some 
of  the  history  listed  in  chronological  order  would  be  of  interest  to  our  membership. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  to  one  of  our  Task  Force  members,  Mrs.  Louise  Wright, 
who  again  agreed  to  serve  as  the  editor  of  our  History.  Faithful  and  diligent  in 
searching  for  facts,  she  then  recorded  them  in  a  way  easily  read  and  understood. 
Without  her  knowledge  or  consent.  Task  Force  members  dedicate  this  book  to  her. 
She  deserves  it!  For  without  her  commitment,  this  book  may  not  have  been  written. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  be  accurate  and  as  inclusive  as  possible.  Errors 
have  probably  been  made  but  know  they  were  not  of  the  heart.  Our  only  regret  is  that 
due  to  space  and  funds,  we  could  not  add  enough  pages  to  tell  the  stories  of  the 
resident  bishops  who  have  shared  so  graciously  with  us;  the  district  superintendents 
and  the  local  pastors  who  undergird  our  efforts;  all  the  conference  and  district  officers 
who  share  their  time,  energy  and  resources  to  give  leadership  and  last,  but  certainly 
not  least,  the  local  woman  -  who  in  living  out  our  purpose  are  the  real  authors  of  this 
book.  We  salute  and  thank  all  those  who  today  are  known  and  praised  by  one 
common  name,  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN. 

Task  Force  Members 

Helen  Gilreath,  Chairperson 
Louise  Wright  Mary  Dalton 

Jamima  DeMarcus  Joetta  Rinehart 
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FOREWORD 

It  was  in  1869  on  a  March  day  of  driving  rain  and  blustery  winds  that  eight  women 
came  together  at  the  old  Tremont  Street  Church  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  to 
organize  the  first  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Dues  were  set  at  "two  cents  a  week  and  a  prayer."  From  these  roots  women 
began  to  build  sister  organizations  -  including  our  foremothers  in  this  Conference. 

During  the  Centennial  years  of  our  organization  we  have  discovered,  re- 
discovered, and  reviewed  our  past,  heard  many  her-stories,  and  celebrated  our  tasks. 
As  we  look  to  the  future,  we  are  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  witnessing  to  the  love  of 
God  in  Jesus  Christ  through  the  work  of  Christian  mission.  The  purpose  and  the 
programs  of  United  Methodist  Women  evolved  out  of  a  history  of  more  than  a 
century  of  women  whose  primary  concern  was  mission. 

As  our  history  passed  in  brief  review  in  the  research  done  for  this  book,  we  felt 
our  spirits  quicken  and  our  hearts  "strangely  warmed."  What  a  thrilling  history  is 
ours!  What  a  story  we  have  to  tell!  A  story  that  needs  to  be  preserved  for  those  who 
come  after  us. 

Dr.  Leslie  Weatherhead  reminds  us  "that  the  castles  of  tomorrow's  desire  are 
built  every  day  with  the  stones  of  yesterday's  experiences."  So  we  look  back  in 
appreciation  and  thankfulness  for  the  building  stones  laid  by  many,  many  others. 

The  power  of  God  that  guided  our  foremothers  to  organize  for  mission  is  still 
active  in  our  midst  today.  As  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  steps  into  the  second  century,  we  are  thankful  to  God  for  another 
year  to  grow  with  a  vision  of  peace  for  the  world. 

I  see  unfinished  tasks,  unmet  challenges.  I  see  the  past  as  a  challenge  for  greater 
achievements  in  the  years  that  lie  ahead.  Through  our  supportive  efforts,  we  bring 
good  news  to  the  poor  as  we  support  women  in  their  needs;  we  help  to  release  those 
who  are  captive  by  educating  women  concerning  current  social  issues  that  affect 
them;  and  we  help  to  set  at  liberty  those  women  who  are  oppressed  as  they  face  crises 
in  their  lives. 

We  continue  to  prove  that  United  Methodist  Women  is  a  strong,  effective, 
credible,  caring  organization  of  Christian  women.  We  must  continue  to  act,  not  react; 
we  must  lead,  not  follow.  We  must  be  bold  and  innovative  and  propose  new  solutions 
for  new  times. 

Our  pilgrimage  never  ends. ..the  work  continues  as  Western  North  Carolina 
United  Methodist  Women  seize  every  opportunity  to  help  make  the  Purpose  more 
real  in  our  lives.  We  must  continually  study  our  roots  and  learn  about  our  beginnings 
because  this  is  a  part  of  our  heritage. 

We  know  that  the  same  God  who  has  sustained  us  during  the  past  is  eager  to  be 
our  companion  in  the  future.  We  step  forth  bravely. 

"For  Cod  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear; 
but  of  power  and  of  hue,  and  of  a  sound  mind. 
For  we  are  not  afraid  of  tomorrow,  for  we  have  seen 
yesterda]^  and  we  love  today. " 

Jamima  De  Marcus 
Conference  President 
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AN  ORGANIZATIONAL  CHART  TOWARD  UNITY 

1869  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
1875  Woman's  Missionary  Association  (United  Brethren  Church) 

1878  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South) 

1879  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  (Methodist  Protestant  Church) 

1880  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
1884  Woman's  Missionary  Society  (Evangelical  Association) 

1890  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South) 

1891  Woman's  Missionary  Society  (Evangelical  Association) 

1891  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  (United  Evangelical  Church) 

1893  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  (United  Protestant  Church) 

1910  Woman's  Missionary  Council  (The  Methodist  Church) 

1922  Woman's  Missionary  Society  (Evangelical  Church) 

1939  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 

and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  (The  Methodist  Church) 

1946  Women's  Society  of  World  Service  (  Evangelical  United  Brethren) 

1968  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 

and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  (The  United  Methodist  Church) 

1972  United  Methodist  Women  (United  Methodist  Church) 

Taken  from  "Along  the  Journey,  Vignettes  of  Predecessor  Women's  Mission 
Organizations,"  published  by  The  Women's  Division 
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EARLY  HISTORY  OF  METHODIST  WOMEN 
1869-1965 


Compiled  by 
Jamima  DeMarcus 

Sources: 

(1)  A  History  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan 

Service  Guild  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
by  Ruth  Robinson 

(2)  Fifty  Years  of  Missionary  Achievement,  1890  to  1940,  Woman's  Missionary 

Society,  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris 

(3)  "To  Be  Faithful  to  Our  Heritage,"  a  History  of  Black  United  Methodists  in 

North  Carolina,  by  Linda  Addo  and  James  H.  McCallum 

(4)  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  The  Methodist  Church,  History 
1940  -  1965,  by  Louise  Wright 

(5)  Annua!  Report  Books  of  Western  North  Carolina 

(6)  ''Along  the  Journey  "  published  by  the  Women's  Division 

(7)  Conference  Executive  Committee  Minutes 


"When  Christians  don't  have  stories  to  tell,  even  if  they 
have  a  firm  hand  on  their  biblical  ■  theological  rudders,  they 
go  nowhere. "  Ralph  Milton 
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Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson 

For  thirty-six  years  President  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman'; 

Missionary  Society 
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Methodist  Women  Living  The  Story 


■ton A         A  Memorial  was  presented  to  the  General  Conference  from  the 
Women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  asking  for  the 
authority  to  organize  a  Woman's  Department  of  Missions.  The  request  was  not 
granted.  It  was  conveniently  lost  in  committee. 

1  ft7fi         ^  second  Memorial  from  the  women  asking  that  the  women  of  the 
lo/o         Southern  Methodist  Church  be  permitted  to  organize  for  mis- 
sionary work  went  to  General  Conference.  After  eight  days  of  debate  in  the 
committee  to  which  the  Memorial  had  been  referred,  a  favorable  report  was  brought 
in  and  adopted  by  the  Conference. 

Many  Her-Stories  have  been  recorded  concerning  the  trials  of  the  women's 
earliest  organizational  efforts.  It  has  been  said  that  women  sometimes  held  their 
missionary  meetings  on  the  steps  of  the  church  because  the  men  would  lock  the 
church  doors  thinking  the  women  would  give  up  and  "stay  at  home  where  they 
belonged." 

Another  story  tells  of  the  determination  of  these  "pioneer  women"  to  succeed. 
They  covenanted  with  one  another  to  "give  up  their  finery"  and  wear  calico  dresses  if 
necessary  to  have  enough  funds  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  mission  projects. 

This  movement  was  born  with  faith,  vision,  sacrifice  and  tenacity.  That  same 
spirit  continues  today. 

r>o  Shortly  after  General  Conference  the  first  meeting  of  the 

^  '  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  held  with  54  names 
1878  enrolled  as  charter  members  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  The  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Holston  and  North  Carolina  Conferences  (of  which  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference  was  then  a  part)  were  organized.  The  Holston 
Conference  dates  its  beginning  from  October  23,  1878.  Four  of  Holston's  auxiliaries 
(now  in  this  Conference)  were  Asheville,  Franklin,  Henderson- 
ville  and  Waynesville. 

ikj  In  the  closing  days  of  November  a  number  of  leading  North 

Carolina  women  attended  the  Annual  Conference  in  Charlotte. 

1878  They  were  anxious  to  become  a  part  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
organization.  They  conferred  with  Dr.  A.W.  Wilson,  at  that  time  Missionary 
Secretary,  (afterwards  Bishop)  and  asked  him  to  organize  them.  He  gladly  granted 
this  request.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year  9  societies  with  a  membership  of  199 
was  reported. 

m*  For  12  years  Methodist  Women  who  lived  in  western  North 

^         Carolina  were  in  either  the  Holston  or  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
1890         At  the  1890  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  was  created  and  incorporated. 

*        /-  Twenty-three  women  who  had  "caught  the  vision  and  whose 

'         hearts  burned  with  missionary  zeal"  met  in  the  First  Methodist 
1890         Church,  Salisbury  and  organized  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  Mrs.  Lucy  H. 
Robertson  acted  as  temporary  chairman  of  the  meeting.  Later  in  the  session  she  was 
elected  to  the  presidency,  an  office  she  held  for  36  consecutive  years.  She  resigned  in 
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1926  and  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Weaver  was  chosen  as  her  successor.  Through  the 
remaining  years  of  the  half  century  she  wore  the  presidential  mantle  with  grace  and 
dignity. 


1898 
1901 


The  Women's  Home  Missionary  Society  was  approved  by 
General  Conference. 


In  Salisbury  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference  was  organized.  Miss 
Lucinda  B.  Helm  was  the  woman  "called  of  God  to  be  the  founder  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Mission  Society  of  the  Methodist  Church,  South." 

As  early  as  1885  Bishop  R.D.  Hargrove  reported  to  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension  that  he  had  to  abandon  several  important  stations  in  the  Conference  of  the 
West  because  there  was  not  a  house  to  be  found  suitable  to  accomodate  a  preacher 
and  his  family.  He  asked,  "Why  could  not  the  good  women  of  the  church  be  induced 
to  go  into  the  work  of  building  parsonages?"  And  build  parsonages  (and  furnish  them) 
the  women  did!  At  the  end  of  the  first  six  years  of  the  Society  the  Secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  Extension  announced  that  more  parsonages  had  been  built 
than  in  the  previous  50  years  of  American  Methodism. 

IQflQ  Emily  C.  Prudden  came  south  at  the  age  of  fifty  in  1882  from 
Milford,  Conn.,  to  be  housemother  at  Brainard  Institute,  Chester, 
South  Carolina.  Shortly  before  1900  she  bought  land  at  the  foot  of  Lick  Mountain, 
near  Hudson,  North  Carolina  in  Caldwell  County.  At  this  site  she  started  Oberlin 
Home  and  School,  later  to  become  the  Mitchell  Home  and  School.  In  1903  she  deeded 
the  property  to  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1908  and  in  1909  she  bought  land  in  Misenheimer, 
North  Carolina,  Stanly  County.  In  1910  the  Southern  Railway  moved  twenty  two 
pupils  and  teachers  tree  of  charge  to  the  site.  Today  it  is  known  as  Pfeiffer  College,  a 
four  year  school,  after  benefactor,  Annie  Merner  Pfeiffer. 

Miss  Prudden  spent  thirty  years  pioneering  educational  endeavor  with  poor  boys 
and  girls  in  remote  areas  of  the  two  Carolinas.  She  founded  fifteen  mission  schools 
and  colleges.  Her  practice  was  to  pass  on  to  the  care  of  a  church  mission  society  a 
home-school  after  it  became  securely  established. 

June  6-        The  22nd  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
in   1Q19         Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  met  at  Main 
'  Street  Methodist  Church  in  Gastonia  and  transacted  the  merging 

of  the  two  Conference  Societies,  Home  and  Foreign,  into  one  to  be  known  as  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference. 

1S7Q  Franklin  and  Weaverville  in  "the  Land  of  the  Sky"  have  the 
distinction  of  having  the  first  Children's  Societies  in  the 
Conference  to  be  organized.  Weaverville  organized  in  1879  and  was  known  as  "the 
Forget-Me-Nots"  for  a  number  of  years.  Franklin  organized  soon  thereafter.  In  1892 
the  name  was  changed  to  "Light  Bearers"  and  many  Children's  Societies  were 
organized  throughout  the  Conference. 

1  fiQ'^         Brevard  Institute  was  opened  in  1895  as  a  private  institution  by  the 
Reverend  Fitch  Taylor  in  his  home.  After  his  death  it  was  offered 
as  a  gift  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions.  The  school  was  accepted  by  the 
Board  in  1905  and  began  a  long  period  of  faithful  service.  The  school  was  transferred 
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by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  to  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  in 
1933.  In  1934  Brevard  College  was  opened. 

1Qft9  Salisbury  12  years  after  the  organization  of  the  Woman's 

l^yj^         Foreign  Missionary  Society  our  first  missionary.  Miss  Blanche 

Howell  of  Morganton,  was  the  first  to  go  from  this  Conference  to  the  foreign  field  of 

Brazil. 

iorto  Miss  Bessie  Allen  of  Hendersonville  was  the  first  Deaconess  to 
1!7U^7         enter  the  Home  Mission  Field  from  this  Conference, 

1Q97  °^  ^^^^  ^  Bethlehem  Center  in  Winston  Salem  had  its 

beginning  in  the  basement  of  Reynolds  Temple  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Hunter  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Weaver  (pastors  and  wives  of  Reynolds  Temple  and  Centenary 
Methodist  Churches  respectively)  became  interested  in  providing  quality  day  care  for 
the  children  of  families  in  east  Winston-Salem  where  parents  worked  in  factories  or 
elsewhere. 

1Q9R  ^^^^        Bethlehem  Center  was  reorganized  with  Marian 

Brincefield  as  director.  25  children  and  16  crib  babies  were 
enrolled  in  the  basement  Center  of  Reynolds  Temple  C.M.E.  Church.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  45  years  of  intense  dedication  to  a  much  needed  Christian  work  for 
Marian  Brincefield  Wooten. 

1 QQQ         Unification  of  the  three  branches  of  The  Methodist  Church  was 
adopted  at  General  Conference  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  bringing 
together  the  missionary  organizations  of  the  Methodist  Protestant,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  into  one  group,  the 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Bishop  Clare  Purcell  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
called  a  Provisional  Conference  to  meet  in  First  Methodist  Church, 


April 

1940         Salisbury.  Ninety-nine  delegates  attended  from  the  uniting  groups 

Sept. 


The  organization  of  societies  in  the  local  church  was  held  when  the 
pastor  of  each  church  called  the  women  together  to  become 
1940         charter  members  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service. 


Oct.  1, 


On  Thursday  at  10  a.m.  at  Broad  Street  Methodist  Church  in 
Statesville,  Bishop  Clare  Purcell  called  the  organizational  meeting 
1940  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  to  order.  Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver  was  elected 
president,  an  office  she  would  hold  for  the  next  8  years.  No  tenure  rules  had  been 
adopted.  495  delegates  registered  and  21,505  charter  members  were  enrolled  in  the 
local  societies. 


Nov. 
1940 


The  first  organization  of  the  11  districts  began. 


m«       nf-  Thefirst  Annual  Meetingwas  held  at  West  Market  Street  Methodist 

Church,  Greensboro.  The  first  pledge  for  the  Conference  was 
28,  1941  $57,800  and  was  apportioned  to  the  11  districts  according  to  their 
membership. 
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June  1941     ^'^^  '^''"^^  Training  School  of  Mission  Studies  was  held  at  Duke 
University  along  with  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Mar  1942     ^^^'^V  Memorial  Church  at  High  Point  was  the  scene  of  the 
second  Annual  Meeting.  The  highlight  of  the  year  was  the  fact  that 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  led  all  Conferences  in  Methodism  in  the 
number  of  Mission  Study  Classes  held;  1,170  classes  with  22,006  members 
participating. 

IQ^Q  The  rumble  of  the  drums  of  World  War  II  sounded  at  the  3rd 
Annual  Meeting  held  at  Centenary  Methodist  Church,  Winston- 
Salem.  Bishop  Clare  Purcell  and  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  attended  this  meeting  and 
the  nearness  of  war  and  its  terrible  effects  on  people  became  very  real.  This  year 
marked  the  46th  year  that  the  women  had  a  special  page  in  the  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate.  The  page  was  inaugurated  in  1897. 

««       n-t  Themighty  weight  of  the  whole  world  at  war  cast  deep  shadows  on 

mar.  Z  l ,  ^^j^  Annual  Meeting  held  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Hickory. 

1944  Many  changes  in  conference  and  district  officers  were  noted  as 
women  moved  from  place  to  place,  following  military  husbands  and  defense  workers. 
Districts  were  redivided,  conforming  to  districts  set  by  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference.  Elkin  and  High  Point  Districts  were  absorbed  in  other  districts  and  a  new 
Thomasville  District  was  formed,  making  a  total  of  10  districts.  A  new  feature,  a  Love 
Offering,  was  inaugurated  at  the  1944  Annual  Meeting  and  amounted  to  $455.  There 
were  564  women  in  attendance  and  $83,724  was  received  for  all  mission  causes. 

1  Qd.!^  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  1945  due  to  a  ruling  by  the  Office  of 

Defense  Transportation  of  the  Federal  Government.  Gas  was 
rationed  and  large  gatherings  were  discouraged.  Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver,  president,  said, 
"There  was  not  a  moment's  hesitation  when  we  realized  that  by  doing  so,  we  could 
make  a  contribution  to  our  war  effort."  $91 ,205  had  been  given  to  missions  during  the 
year. 

M        1 Q  ^'^^       Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Hawthorne  Lane  Methodist 

Mar.  ly ,  Church,  Charlotte.  Mrs.  C.N.  Clark,  vice-president,  presided  due 
1946  to  the  illness  and  death  of  Dr.  C.C.  Weaver,  husband  of  the 
president.  The  Conference  constitution  was  amended  to  read  that  the  term  of  each 
officer  be  set  at  4  years  and  that  no  person  could  be  elected  for  more  than  two 
successive  terms  except  the  treasurer  and  the  editor  of  Woman's  page  in  the  N.C. 
Christian  Advocate. 


Oct.  1946 


The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  which  had  previously  met  with  the 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service,  had  its  own  Annual 
Meeting  at  Broad  Street  Methodist  Church,  Statesville.  There  were  1 12  Guilds  in  the 
Conference,  with  $11,799  given  to  missions  and  $13,026  for  local  work. 

M       1  Qd7  School  of  Missions  was  held  at  Pfeiffer  College,  jointly 

IVlar.  194  /  sponsored  by  the  members  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  and  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Societies. 

1  Q/lfi  P^V"^       elected  president  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held 

iy4o  Central  Church,  Asheville.  Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver  retired  from 

active  leadership  after  having  served  22  years  as  president  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service.  The  Conference 
voted  to  honor  her  by  making  her  President  Emeritus. 
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Apr.  6, 


The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  First  Methodist  Church,  High 
Point  and  district  presidents  were  granted  power  to  vote  in 


1949  Executive  Committee  Meetings 

June  28, 


The  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  moved  to  Lake 
Junaluska  for  the  10th  Annual  Meeting.  This  year  marked  a 
1950  change  in  the  Woman's  Society  year,  which  had  been  from 
January  1st  to  January  1st.  In  1950  it  was  changed  to  June  1st  to  June  1st  to  conform 
with  a  change  made  in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  Special  projects  this 
year  included  the  purchase  of  a  car  for  the  Rural  Workers,  a  subsidy  of  $50  each  to  the 
smaller  districts,  Marion,  Waynesville  and  Asheville,  to  help  them  send  a  delegate  to 
the  2nd  Assembly  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  $1,200  was  given  to  Pfeiffer  College  to 
improve  its  water  supply. 

Sept  3  ^^^^  School  of  Missions  was  held  at  Greensboro  College. 

1950 

■tQc-t  Three  young  women  from  this  Conference,  Loree  Harrell,  Mozelle 
McCormack  and  Geraldinc  Surratt,  were  commissioned  as 
Deaconesses.  The  Conference  sent  nearly  a  half  million  dollars  to  missions  and 
launched  two  new  projects,  funding  a  full  time  counsellor,  Marvin  Culbreth,  at 
Appalachian  Teachers  College  at  Boone,  and  a  new  Rural  Worker,  Miss  Margaret 
Calbeck  to  work  with  children  and  youth  in  Yancey  County.  The  women  furnished 
the  kitchen  at  the  beautiful  new  stone  church  built  at  Cherokee  at  a  cost  of  $1,000. 

1 Mrs.  J.  W.  Harbison  was  elected  president  and  782  women  attended 
the  Annual  Meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska.  A  new  field  of  work,  that  of 
Public  Relations,  was  introduced. 

IQt'Q         Eleven  additional  missionaries,  deaconesses  and  workers  were 
"sent  out"  and  their  salaries  were  assumed  by  the  Conference 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

I         1  Q^A     District  treasurers  were  authorized  to  receive  all  funds  from  local 
societies,  then  transmitting  them  to  the  Conference  treasurer  by 
districts.  The  School  of  Missions  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  and  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  were  divided  into  separate  schools.  The  Charter  of  Racial 
Policies  was  ratified  by  the  Conference. 

IQc-q  The  two  North  Carolina  Conference  Societies  of  Christian 
Service  joined  in  serving  as  hostesses  at  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  meeting  held  in  Charlotte.  This  year  marked  two  changes  in  the  status  of 
women.  Past  presidents  in  attendance  at  Annual  Meetings  were  seated  as  delegates 
with  the  right  to  vote  and  the  Conference  approved  a  Memorial  to  General 
Conference  asking  for  Clergy  rights  for  women.  The  women  also  endowed  a  Chair  of 
Religious  Life  at  Pfeiffer  College  in  the  amount  of  $100,000  to  be  paid  over  10  to  12 
years  and  to  be  known  as  the  Mary  Floyd  Chair  of  Religious  Life. 

1  Qrf.         The  Conference  pledge  had  increased  to  $150,000,  the  new  North 
Wilkesboro  District  was  organized,  making  a  total  of  1 1  districts, 
and  the  newspaper  "Conference  Chatter"  made  its  appearance. 

A         IQCifi     The  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women  met  in  August  1956  at 
"*  Lake  Junaluska.  This  Conference  shared  in  serving  as  hostess  for 
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the  great  event  as  women  from  42  units  of  the  Federation  gathered.  The  School  of 
Missions  reached  a  high  of  528  in  attendance. 

IQirn         Mrs.  Clarence  C.  Cranford  became  Conference  president  and  a 
new  Brooks-Howell  Home  for  Retired  Deaconesses  and  Mis- 
sionaries was  planned  by  the  Woman's  Division,  to  be  located  in  Asheville. 

1  QItiS  Miss  Lorena  Kelly,  a  missionary  to  Africa,  was  a  guest  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  and  presented  to  the  Conference  an  ivory  gavel  as 
a  symbol  of  love  and  appreciation  from  the  women  of  the  Congo.  In  1940  Mrs.  C.C. 
Weaver  had  presented  a  gavel  of  olive  wood  made  in  Jerusalem  to  the  Conference. 
These  two  treasures  have  been  used  each  time  since  then  at  Annual  Meetings. 
$28,000  was  given  to  Pfeiffer  College  for  the  operating  budget  and  the  Assembly 
Offering  amounted  to  $1,382. 

I QCQ  There  were  918  units  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  100  Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  listed  this  year  with  a  combined 
membership  of  49,000  women.  The  June  issue  of  The  Methodist  Woman  had  a 
beautiful  picture  on  the  front  cover,  Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver  seated  by  the  lakeside  at 
Junaluska  with  three  young  women  around  her,  who  had  entered  the  mission  field 
during  her  administration:  Miss  Joy  Betts,  Brazil,  Miss  Josephine  Abrams, 
Argentina,  and  Miss  Lorena  Kelly,  the  Belgian  Congo. 

The  conference  was  again  redistricted,  increasing  the  number  from  11  to  13,  with 
the  new  districts  being  Albemarle  and  High  Point.  Twenty-eight  thousand  dollars 
was  designated  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  Religion  and  Philosophy  for  training 
Church  leadership.  The  women  also  voted  to  share  with  the  Nebrakska  Conference 
the  support  of  Mrs.  Ralph  Ward  to  work  with  refugees  from  Red  China  in  the  Rooftop 
Project  in  Hong  Kong. 

IQAA  ^'"^^^  official  duty  of  Mrs.  Carl  King,  the  new  Conference 

president,  was  to  represent  the  Conference  at  the  ground 
breaking  for  the  new  Brooks-Howell  Home  in  Asheville.  Interest  in  Higher  Education 
continued  with  $28,000  going  to  Pfeiffer  college  for  operational  funds,  $10,000  to  the 
Mary  Floyd  Chair  of  Religious  Life  at  Pfeiffer,  and  the  Love  Offering  of  $6,497  given  as 
cash  supply  funds  to  the  college.  The  women  also  gave  a  vote  of  approval  for  Pfeiffer 
College  to  apply  for  affiliation  with  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  group  also  assumed  the  support  of  Miss  Louise  Avett  in  Hong  Kong  and 
Miss  Eugenia  Tomlinson  in  India.  In  September  1960  an  honor  came  to  a  woman  in  the 
Conference,  Mrs.  Walter  I.  Gibson  of  Randleman.  Her  picture  was  chosen  as  the 
typical  Methodist  woman  and  appeared  on  the  front  cover  of  The  Methodist  Woman 
Magazine. 

A  Qf--i     Mrs.  Clarence  Cranford,  past  Conference  president,  was  serving 

3'  as  Secretary  of  Missionary  Personnel  in  the  SE  Jurisdiction  from 

1961  to  1968.  She  was  selected  along  with  Mrs.  James  Fowler,  Conference  officer,  to 
attend  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women  meeting  in  Oslo,  Norway. 

I  lQfi9  Effectivein  June  1962  the  By  Laws  were  amended  to  limit  tenure  of 
J  line  1!70^  office  for  every  Conference  officer  to  one  four  year  term,  with  one 
exception,  the  treasurer  might  serve  eight  years.  Pfeiffer  College  was  accepted  as  a 
college  affiliated  with  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  but  the  women 
continued  their  annual  gift  of  $28,000  for  the  operating  budget. 


18 


IQ^q  The  Western  North  Carolina  Woman's  Society  of  Christian 
Service  drafted  a  Memorial  to  be  sent  to  the  General  Conference 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn.  in  1964  and  requested  the  Women's  Division  to  do  the 
same.  The  Memorial  originating  in  Western  North  Carolina  was  "The  president  of  the 
Conference  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  shall  be  seated  as  an  official 
delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference  with  the  right  to  vote."  This  amendment  was 
approved  by  the  1964  General  Conference  and  adopted  by  vote  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  Total  giving  to  missions  reached  an  all  time  high  -  $302,774  for  the  year 
and  $250  was  given  to  help  purchase  a  new  organ  for  Stuart  Auditorium  and  Lake 
Junaluska. 

1QAzl  Mrs.  Leslie  Earnhardt  began  her  four  years  as  president  of  the 
second  largest  Conference  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 
Members  voted  to  accept  the  new  Charter  of  Racial  Policies  and  to  take  the  initial 
steps  to  merge  the  School  of  Christian  Mission  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  the  SE  Jurisdiction  with  the  North  Carolina-Virginia  Conference  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction.  Mrs.  Louise  C.  Watkins,  Conference  Chairman  of  Christian 
Social  Relations,  moved  that  the  North  Carolina- Virginia  Conference  W.S.C.S.  be 
invited  to  unite  with  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  The 
invitation  was  accepted. 

-|Q/-(-     The  25th  anniversary  observance  was  celebrated  at  the  June 
Annual  Meeting.  Western  North  Carolina  women  continued  their 
quest  for  answers  to  problems  of  friction  and  unrest  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
world.  A  World  Understanding  Workshop  was  held  in  1965,  composed  of  teams  of 
women  from  the  United  States  and  from  other  countries  around  the  world. 
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Along  The  Journey  With  Black  Methodist  Women 


IQOn  Women  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  of  the  Central 

Jurisdiction  were  usually  given  one  evening  of  the  Annual 
Conference  program  for  a  meeting. 

1  QOd.  women  planned  a  separate  meeting  and  began  making  plans 

for  a  separate  organization. 

A  The  first  Conference  organization  was  held  at  St.  Paul's  Church, 

"  Winston-Salem.  Mrs.  G.W.  Morehead  was  elected  first  president 
31,  1905  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  The  Black  women  did  not  organize  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  but  devoted  their  efforts  to  Home  Missions. 

1  QfiA  Society  was  thriving.  Major  concerns  were:  young  people  in 

their  local  churches,  Bennett  College,  Allen  High  School,  and 
helping  not  only  women,  but  all  black  Methodists  to  understand  Methodism. 

1  QOfx         The  25th  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Church 
in  Winston-Salem.  Total  membership  was  580  and  $698.70  was 
sent  to  the  national  treasurer. 

11    19  All  women's  organizations  were  merged  with  the  formation  of  The 

July  IZ-  Methodist  Church  in  1939  at  the  36th  session  in 
14,  1939  Maxton,  N.C.  The  women  agreed  to  continue  their  work  as  the 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

lyj        Q  Mrs.  Julia  Brown  Caldwell  was  elected  the  first  president  at  the 

.  ~,         organizational  meeting  in  Laurinburg. 

1940 

IQAA  AO         The  president  was  Mrs.  Annie  W.  Price  Queen.  Their  emphasis 
was  on  the  local  level  in  an  effort  to  reach  every  woman  in  the  local 

church. 

IQ/lfi  ^/L         Mrs.  Lubertha  Thompson  was  oresident.  The  School  of  Christian 
Mission  was  organized  and  held  at  Bennett  College. 

IQC^A  £A         Mrs.  Alice  P.  McLeod  became  president.  There  were  coupon 
campaigns  for  Bethlehem  Centers  in  Charlotte  and  Winston- 
Salem.  Societies  increased  from  109  to  129  and  Guilds  from  15  to  19.  In  July  Mrs. 
McLeod  was  elected  to  the  General  Board  of  Missions  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

■iQf-n  f-Q         Mrs.  Jettie  D.  Morrison  was  elected  president.  "Miss  Jettie",  as 
she  was  affectionately  called,  became  wholly  identified  as  the 
embodiment  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service. 

The  women  were  especially  privileged  to  be  led  by  Mrs.  Morrison  during  the  period 
from  1964  to  1968,  for  these  were  years  of  rapid  change.  The  Central  Jurisdiction 
would  cease  to  exist  and  the  North  Carolina-Virginia  Conference  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  would  be  merged  with  the  North  Carolina,  Western  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia  Conferences  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

The  women  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  were  ready  to  meet  the  challenge 
of  the  merger.  The  first  InterConference  School  of  Missions  was  held  in  1966  at 
Pfeiffer  College  in  Misenheimer. 
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A  LONG  LINE  OF  SPLENDOR 

Conference  Presidents 
From  1890  to  1986 

"Because  we  have  heard  the  sfory  of  the  past, 

we  have  faith  for  the  future  and  strength 
for  the  present. "  —  Bishop  Ernest  Fitzgerald 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

1890  -  1926    Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson 
1926  •  1940    Mrs.  Charles  C.  Weaver 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

1940  -  1948  Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver 

1948  -  1952  Mrs.  J.W.  Payne 

1952  -  1956  Mrs.  J.W.  Harbison 

1956   1960  Mrs.  Clarence  Cranford 

1960  ■  1964  Mrs.  Carl  King 


WOMEN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

1964  -  1968    Mrs.  Leslie  Earnhardt 
1968  •  1972    Mrs.  Frank  Redding,  Jr. 
1972  ■  1973    Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson 


UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 

1974  -  1976  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson 

1976  -  1980  Mrs.  Joetta  Rinehart 

1980  -  1984  Miss  Ronda  Robbins 

1984  -  Mrs.  Jamima  DeMarcus 
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Lurlene  Barnhardt  opened  the  doors  to  world  understanding  and  ecumenicity 
for  the  women  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  in  her  four  year  tenure  as 
president  of  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service.  She  gave  unstintingly  of  her 
time  and  talents  to  promote  a  better  understanding  of  the  Church  and  its  mission.  She 
had  the  ability  to  recognize  the  potential  of  leadership  in  other  women  and 
encouraged  them  on  their  way.  She  was  deeply  concerned  about  social  issues  of  her 
day.  With  unselfish  zeal  she  truly  led  the  women  of  the  Conference  to  a  better 
understanding  of  issues  and  growth  in  spiritual  power.  She  helped  increase  their 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  world  and  to  share  in  the  witness,  service  and  outreach 
of  the  Church. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 
1966-67 
Conference  Directory 


President 

Mrs. 

Leslie  Barnhardt 

Charlotte 

Vice-President 

Mrs. 

Fletcher  Nelson 

Morganton 

Recording  Secretary 

Mrs. 

Arthur  Williams 

Greensboro 

Treasurer 

Mrs. 

E.D.  Chandler 

Ashcville 

Secretarties: 

Campus  Ministry 

Miss 

Mary  Floyd 

Misenheimer 

Christian  Social  Relations 

Mrs. 

J.Z.  Watkins 

Charlotte 

Membership  Cultivation 

Mrs. 

Gilreath  Adams,  Jr. 

Asheville 

Missionary  Education  &  Service  Mrs. 

C.C.  Herbert,  Jr. 

Gastonia 

Missionary  Personnel 

Mrs. 

Robert  M.  Smith,  Sr. 

Mount  Airy 

Program  Materials 

Mrs. 

Howard  J.  Johnson 

Franklinville 

Spiritual  Life  Cultivation 

Mrs. 

C.G.  Norton 

Hendersonville 

Wesieyan  Service  Guild 

Mrs. 

Carl  M.  Worthy 

Charlotte 

Chairmen: 

Committee  on  Nominations 

Mrs. 

Hugh  Wilkin 

Charlotte 

Public  Relations  &  Historian 

Mrs. 

John  Wright 

Weaverville 

Town  and  Country 

Mrs. 

Orell  Lineberger 

Stoneville 

Parliamentarian 

Mrs. 

John  Hoyle,  Jr. 

Gastonia 

President  Emeritus 

Mrs. 

C.C.  Weaver 

Winston-Salem 

Member  from  Board  of  Missions 

Mrs. 

Carl  King 

Statesville 

Member  from  SE  Jurisdiction 

Mrs. 

Clarence  C.  Cranford 

Asheboro 

Resident  Bishop 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 

Charlotte 

Representative  from  Deaconess 

Board 

Miss 

Reva  McNabb 

A^bpwillp 

Representative  from  SE  Jurisdiction 

Deaconess  Association 

Miss 

Susan  Carmichael 

Misenheimer 

WESLEY  AN  SERVICE  GUILD  OFFICERS 

Secretary  - 

Mrs. 

Carl  M.  Worthy 

Charlotte 

Treasurer 

Mrs. 

E.D.  Chandler 

Asheville 

Recording  Secretary 

Mrs. 

J.D.  Key 

Winston-Salem 

Conference  Chairmen  of  Lines  of  Work: 

Missionary  Education  &  Service 

Mrs. 

Willis  Campbell 

Concord 

Christian  Social  Relations 

Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Manant 

Asheville 

Spiritual  Life  Cultivation 

Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Wcntz 

Morven 

Supply  Work 

Mrs. 

Lee  Embry 

Thomasville 

Program  Materials 

Mrs. 

H.C.  Gulp 

Albemarle 

Nominations 

Mrs. 

James  Jarvis 

Concord 

Thirteen  District  Wesieyan  Service  Guild  Secretaries 

Six  members  from  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
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1966  -  As  Carolina  women  gathered  at  Lake  Junaluska  for  the  27th  annual 
meeting  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  they  looked  back  over  the  previous  year  to  see 
all  that  had  been  done  by  Women  in  Mission. 

Choosing  a  theme  of,  "To  Magnify  Thy  Power"  they  had  three  days  together 
assembling  daily  in  Stuart  Auditorium  for  programs  of  worship,  dialogues,  panels  of 
discussions,  speeches  and  reports  emphasizing  "A  New  Focus  for  Missions," 
"Christian  Witness  and  Varities  of  Extreminism,"  and  "Helping  College  Students 
Discover  Truth,"  with  Dr.  Dow  Kirkpatrick  of  Evanston,  III.  and  Dr.  A  Dudley  Ward  of 
the  National  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns  as  keynote  speakers.  Mrs.  H.M. 
Russell,  president  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  SE  Jurisdiction  was  also  a  guest  speaker. 

The  membership  of  the  Conference  had  reached  43,310  and  the  total  disburse- 
ments amounted  to  $353,713.49  The  Annual  Love  Offering  was  given  to  Brooks- 
Howell  Home  in  Asheville  for  furnishings  for  the  new  apartments.  The  most  colorful 
part  of  the  program  was  the  processional  of  Brooks-Howell  residents,  many  dressed 
in  the  native  costumes  of  the  land  where  they  had  served. 

Mrs.  Lurlene  Barnhardt  came  to  her  office  as  president  with  a  great  amount  of 
valuable  experience  gained  as  Coordinator  in  World  Understanding  Teams  that 
visited  cities  in  the  far  west.  She  was  assisted  in  bringing  World  Understanding 
Workshops  to  every  district  and  local  society  in  this  conference  by  Mrs.  C.C. 
Herbert,  Jr.  Her  work  in  Christian  Social  Relations  had  been  so  outstanding  that  in 
1964  she  was  elected  to  the  General  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  as  the  first 
woman  from  W.N.C.  to  serve  on  this  Board. 

A  big  step  forward  was  taken  when  the  Conference  as  a  whole  voted  to  accept 
the  new  Charter  of  Racial  Policies  at  the  annual  meeting.  It  also  voted  to  take  the  initial 
steps  to  merge  the  Schools  of  Christian  Mission  of  the  W.N.C.  Conference  of  the  SE 
Jurisdiction  and  the  North  Carolina-Virginia  Conference  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Building  programs  in  many  institutions  of  the  Conference  were  completed.  Allen 
High  School  in  Asheville  had  a  dedication  service  for  a  new  $150,000  gymnasium  and 
dining  hall.  Brooks-Howell  Home  in  Asheville  dedicated  a  new  ten-unit  apartment 
building.  Bethlehem  Center  in  Winston-Salem  occupied  a  new  plant  with  spacious 
grounds  in  a  new  location. 

A  new  conference  newspaper.  The  Informer,  made  its  appearance.  It  was 
published  quarterly  and  sent  to  the  officers  of  the  local,  district  and  conference 
organizations.  A  history  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  Guild  from  1940  to  1965  was  published 
with  Mrs.  John  C.  Wright  (Louise)  as  editor. 

Mrs.  Barnhart  told  the  assemblage,  "We  are  afforded  the  high  privilege  at  one  of 
the  great  times  in  history.  With  this  privilege  comes  responsibility.  It  may  be  that  God 
has  entrusted  you  and  me  personally  and  individually  with  a  particular  mission  to 
perform.  It  may  make  a  difference  to  all  eternity  what  you  and  I  do." 

"Every  Christian  is  a  missionary,"  she  added,  "Every  missionary  must  prepare 
for  service.  Every  missionary  needs  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  must  be 
balanced  with  deep  perception  of  the  culture  in  which  one  lives.  The  Conference 
Society  offers  ways  to  help  you  prepare  for  your  mission:  the  Annual  Meeting,  the 
Spiritual  Life  Retreats  and  the  School  of  Christian  Mission." 

At  this  time  the  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  and  the  School  of  Christian  Mission  were 
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held  at  Pfeiffer  College  at  Misenheimer  -  the  retreat  July  31  Aug.  1  and  the  school 
Aug.  2  -  6.  The  school  had  classes  in  Bible  Study  and  the  Mission  Study  books  for  the 
coming  year,  usually  with  a  faculty  of  12,  plus  the  administrative  staff  of  the  school. 
238  women  attended  the  1966  school. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  organized  in  1940,  assembled  for  its  22nd  weekend 
with  their  1966  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska.  They  patterned  their  program  after  that  of 
the  W.S.C.S.,  using  the  theme,  "To  Magnify  Thy  Power."  Their  speakers  included 
Dr.  Clayton  Calhoun,  president  of  Paine  College  in  Georgia,  Mrs.  H.M.  Russell, 
president  of  the  SE  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.,  and  Dr.  Glora  Wysner  of  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  111.  One  thought  emphasized  was,  "What  a  great 
church  there  might  be  if  each  person  served  as  a  candle  of  powers  of  the  gospel." 

These  business  women  wanted  to  see  the  mission  projects  they  helped  support 
in  our  Conference,  so  they  arranged  charter  bus  trips  to  Allen  High  School  and 
Brooks-Howell  Home  in  Asheville  and  the  Cherokee  Mission. 

This  year  they  had  4,590  members  in  212  units  of  the  Guild  in  the  13  districts  that 
comprised  the  W.N.C.  Conference.  Their  pledge  to  missions  was  $3,450  and  total 
expenditures  $4,194. 

In  1966  the  women  of  W.N.C.  Conference  worked  with  those  of  the  North 
Carolina  Virginia  Conference  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction  to  have  interconference 
schools.  This  was  a  preamble  to  the  plan  to  merge  the  two  conferences  throughout 
the  church  organizations. 

Two  outreach  projects  included  a  gift  of  $3,000  for  the  building  of  a  Chapel  to  an 
Unknown  Woman  at  the  Women's  State  Prison  in  Raleigh,  to  be  paid  over  a  three 
year  period,  to  give  $28,000  to  Pfeiffer  College  at  Misenheimer  for  operation  expense 
and  $1,000  toward  the  Emily  Prudden  Lectureship  at  the  college. 

Pfeiffer  College  stemmed  from  the  Mitchell  Home  and  School  owned  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  became  a  part  of  our  area  at  the  time  of  unification. 
The  Conference  Women's  group  gave  it  thousands  for  its  operation  budget,  until  it 
was  affiliated  with  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference. 

1967  •  When  June  of  1967  arrived  again  Methodist  women  headed  for  Lake 
Junaluska  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  the  Annual  Weekend  of  the 
W.S.G.  They  used  a  theme  of,  "Christian  Unity." 

Mrs.  Barnhart  spoke  on,  "Steps  to  Greater  Oneness,"  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  chose, 
"The  Highway  to  World  Order,"  Dr.  Leslie  Sayre  spoke  on,  "What  Do  You  Mean 
—  Christian  Unity?"  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  president  of  the  Women's  Division 
spoke  on,"  Our  Service  As  Christian  Women." 

Mrs.  Earnhardt  said  in  part,  "We  are  called  under  God  to  the  achievement  of 
greater  oneness  in  every  local  congregation,  every  local  community,  across  racial  and 
cultural  lines  to  the  achievement  of  greater  oneness  in  our  operation  of  a  world 
Methodist  Church.  We  are  called  to  a  greater  oneness  with  the  church  universal." 

In  a  symposium  Dr.  Sayre  said,  "Ways  of  making  a  Christian  witness  in  a  war  torn 
world  were  explored  and  new  manifestations  of  the  Church  in  the  world  were 
mentioned.  .  .The  ecumenical  movement  cannot  be  hurried  and  no  one  knows  what 
form  the  church  of  the  future  will  take  but  the  church  must  be  open  to  the  Holy 
Spirit." 

In  a  Reactor  Panel  Bishop  Hunt  discussed  the  proposed  plan  of  the  union  of  our 
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Methodist  Church  with  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church.  The  panel  agreed 
that,  "The  Spiritual  is  irresistable.  God  is  bringing  us  together  and  only  in  unity  can  we 
solve  the  social  problems  of  the  world." 

The  Love  Offering  of  $6,595  was  dedicated  to  the  work  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
Ward  in  Hong  King  and  Taiwan.  400  new  Methodist  Hymnals  were  placed  in  Stuart 
Auditorium  as  a  gift  from  the  Conference  Society.  Scholarships  were  given  to  18 
young  people  studying  in  Methodist  colleges. 

Mrs.  Barnhardt  told  the  women,  "Christian  unity  is  an  urgent,  divine  imperative. 
Love,  we  are  persuaded,  is  the  necessary  key  to  unity." 

This  year  a  change  was  made  to  separate  the  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  from  the 
School  of  Christian  Mission,  the  retreat  to  be  held  at  Lambuth  Inn  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

In  Public  Relations  the  W.N.C.  Conference  made  news  in  The  Methodist 
Woman  three  times.  Our  dialogue  groups  at  Annual  Meeting,  the  Day  Nursery  at 
Cherokee  and  the  dedication  at  Allen  High  School  were  the  subject  of  articles  in  the 
magazine. 

There  were  969  at  Annual  Meeting.  The  pledge  to  missions  was  $278,000, 
contributed  by  48,197  members. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  convened  for  the  weekend  with  325  in  attendance. 
Their  program  was  fashioned  around  the  theme  "Christian  Unity,"  with  a  lakeside 
service  of  spiritual  preparation  late  in  the  afternoon.  Dr.  Leslie  Sayre  spoke  on, 
"Christian  Unity  -  Concern  and  Hope,"  with  a  Reactor  Panel  of  discussion.  A 
Symposium  about,  "My  Encounter  with  Ecumenicity  at  Work."  was  presented  by 
Lucy  Gist,  Larry  Sink  and  Helen  Rosser. 

Studies  of  housing  for  employed  women,  special  consideration  of  Project 
Equality,  the  Anti-Poverty  Program  and  new  concepts  of  Social  Welfare  were  heard. 
Recommendations  were  made  about  each  issue  and  a  Spiritual  Life  Bookshelf  was 
established  for  the  Conference. 

Special  support  was  given  to  the  seven  Church  and  Community  Workers  in  the 
W.N.C.  Conference,  Mrs.  Arthelia  Brooks  in  Yancey  County,  Carolyn  Waybright  at 
Cherokee,  Emma  Swaim  in  Anson  County,  Mary  Hardin  in  Lincoln  county,  Carolyn 
Thome  at  Denton,  Mrs.  Peg  Neal  in  North  Buncombe,  and  Mrs.  Pearl  Stanley  in  Ashe 
County. 

The  4,522  member  Guild  sent  the  Woman's  Division  $34,038  in  mission  pledge 
and  spent  $49,516  in  its  annual  disbursements.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Guild 
Secretaries  in  the  13  districts  revealed  an  amazing  outreach  in  community  ministry 
and  in  mission  projects. 

The  following  year  Mrs.  Barnhardt  told  her  women,  "The  past  four  years  have 
been  unusually  busy,  exciting,  challenging  and  historical  for  us  as  we  faced  many 
changes  and  innovations  -  including  the  complete  restructure  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  in  1964  and  up  to  the  union  of  the  Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches  and  our  merger  with  the  North  Carolina-Virginia  Conference  of 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  in  May-June,  1968.  Serving  as  conference  president  in  such  a 
time  would  have  been  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  without  your  help  and 
support.  Accept  now  my  thanks  for  all  of  your  good  work." 

She  did  not  mention  the  next  change  to  come  -  that  of  a  change  of  name  to  THE 
WOMEN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE!,  plus  the  change  in  name  of  the 
whole  church  to  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH! 
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Viola  Redding  was  a  most  able  administrator  and  a  good  presiding  officer.  Having 
been  a  business  woman,  she  had  a  clear  understanding  of  finances.  She  had  a  very 
deep  devotion  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  an  equally  profound  sense  of  loyalty  to 
her  Church  and  its  programs.  Her  creative  leadership  led  her  into  many  areas  of 
mission  and  she  followed  her  deep  convictions  with  a  commitment  that  whatever  she 
did  for  her  Master  must  be  done  well.  Her  ministry  of  love  and  friendship  was  her  life 
mission  as  she  shared  her  Christian  witness  in  service  and  missionary  outreach. 
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WOMEN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 
1968-1972 

Conference  Directory 
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Vice-President 
Secretary 
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Christian  Social  Relations 
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Spiritual  Growth 

Sec.  Program  Materials 
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President  Emeritus 
Members  from  Board  of  Missions: 
Mrs.  Carl  King,  Charlotte  and 

Resident  Bishop 

Rep.  from  Deaconess  Board 

Rep.  SEJ  Society-Guild 


Mrs.  W.  Frank  Redding,  Jr.  Asheboro 


Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson 
Miss  Mary  Bethea 
Mrs.  Thomas  D.  Harrell 

Mary  Floyd 

Mrs.  C.C.  Herbert,  Jr. 
Mrs.  John  P.  Nesbitt 
Mrs.  Howard  J.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Carl  M.  Worthy 
Mrs.  Alvin  L.  Morrison 
Mrs.  J.S.  Price 
Mrs.  Paul  Feezor 
Mrs.  John  Wright 
Mrs.  Robert  M.  Smith,  Sr. 

Mrs.  H.B.  Smith 
Mrs.  John  Hoyle,  Jr. 
Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver 


Morganton 

Asheville 

Salisbury 

Misenheimer 

Charlotte 

Clyde 

Franklinville 

Charlotte 

Statesville 

Charlotte 

Denton 

Weaverville 

Mount  Airy 

Monroe 

Gastonia 

Winston-Salem 


Mrs.  Alvin  Morrison,  Statesville 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 
Miss  Reva  McNabb 
Mrs.  E.D.  Chandler 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


Chairmen 

Recording  Secretary 

Treasurer 

Members-at-large: 
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Mrs.  Carl  M.  Worthy 
Mrs.  J.D.  Key 
Mrs.  Thomas  Harrell 
Mrs.  Willis  Campbell 
Mrs.  Arthur  Gilreath 
Miss  Lucy  Cobb-Chairman 
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Mrs.  Edward  Sapp 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Manant 
Mrs.  J.D.  Key 
Thirteen  district  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Secretaries 
Six  Members  from  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 


Charlotte 
Asheville 
Asheville 


Charlotte 

Winston-Salem 

Salisbury 
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Greensboro 

Mooresville 
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Greensboro 
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Winston-Salem 
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1968  -  The  winds  of  change  were  sweeping  through  Methodism  as  the  women  of 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  gathered  at  Lake  Junaluska  in  June  to 
review  the  work  of  thousands  of  women  in  mission  during  the  past  year  -  and  to  take  a 
look  to  the  future  and  anticipate  ways  that  these  women  might  accomplish  more. 

They  chose  as  their  theme,  "Responding  to  God  in  New  Patterns  of  Thought  and 
Ministry. "  Their  first  ceremony  was  a  Declaration  of  Union  as  Mrs.  Leslie  Earnhardt, 
immediate  past  president  of  the  W.S.C.S.,  of  the  W.N.C.  Conference,  and  Mrs.  Jettie 
Morrison,  president  of  the  N.C.-Va.  Conference  W.S.C.S.  of  the  CentralJurisdiction, 
joined  in  a  solemn  statement  reminiscent  of  the  uniting  conference,  "Lord  of  the 
church,  we  are  united  in  thee,  in  Thy  church  and  now  in  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  United  Methodist  Church." 

Mrs.  Earnhardt  called  attention  to  significant  events  during  the  previous 
quadrennium;  the  celebration  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  W.S.C.S.;  the  200th  year 
of  Methodism  in  1966,  the  World  Methodist  Conference  in  London  in  1966,  the 
Uniting  General  Conference  in  May-June  1968.  Speakers  for  the  meeting  included 
Dr.  Clay  Madison,  who  discussed  the  structure  of  the  new  church,  Miss  Theressa 
Hoover,  a  member  of  the  National  Plan  of  Union,  who  told  of  changes  in  the  women's 
organization,  and  Dr.  Charles  White,  secretary  of  the  uniting  conference,  who 
explained  the  increased  responsibility  placed  on  local  churches  through  the  adoption 
of  a  flexible  policy. 

Dr.  Carlyle  Marney  spoke  on,  "A  Contemporay  Identification  of  the  Church  and 
Her  Mission,"  saying  in  part,  "It  was  always  this  way.  Church  is  where  the  Christ 
continues  to  appear,  redeem  and  call.  We  can  tell  if  He  is  at  work  among  us  by  where 
He  sends  us.  And,  as  with  dear  Wesley,  in  our  days  too,  'There  is  no  gospel  that  is  not 
Social.'  "  Dr.  Harry  Haines  discussed,  "Stewardship  Unlimited  in  the  World." 

The  Love  Offering  amounted  to  more  than  $8,000,  and  was  dedicated  to  the 
Robincroft  Home  for  Retired  Missionaries  and  Deaconesse  in  California.  The 
Conference  gave  $1,530  for  the  reredos  for  the  altar  in  the  Prayer  Room  of  the 
International  Prayer  Fellowship  in  Lambuth  Inn.  The  women  also  gave  $500  for  a 
chapel  at  Samarcand  Manor  for  Girls,  and  $700  to  a  Student  Summer  Program. 

Special  recognition  was  given  three  women  who  had  attended  every  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  W.S.C.S.  since  unification.  They  were  Mrs.  John  Hoyle,  Jr.,  Mrs.  A.L. 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Ira  Shelley. 

There  were  909  women  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  A  total  of  $288,007  was  sent  as 
Mission  pledge  and  total  disbursements  amounted  to  $433,198,  given  by  38,954 
members.  267  attended  the  1967  School  of  Christian  Mission. 

The  crisis  of  the  time  was  described  by  Dr.  Harry  Haines  of  U.M.C.O.R.  He  said, 
"No  one  need  die  of  hunger  in  the  world,  if  we  would  use  the  resources  available  to  us. 
The  land  stands  under  the  judgment  of  the  living  God.  What  can  the  churches  do? 
The  old  forms  of  mission-preaching,  teaching,  healing  -  must  be  expanded.  The 
over-populated,  under-privileged  countries  need  experts  in  family  planning,  in 
agricultural  and  technical  fields." 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  faced  the  changes  in  the  new  structure  of  the 
church  at  their  meeting.  They  patterned  their  program  after  that  of  the  Women's 
Society,  with  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Dr.  Carlyle  Marney  and  Miss  Lillian  Johnson, 
National  Guild  Secretary,  as  speakers. 

They  planned  social  actions  on  three  issues,  mandatory  licensing  of  day  care 
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centers,  consumer  protection  legislation  and  abolishment  of  the  death  penalty.  They 
agreed  to  support  Larry  Sink  as  a  missionary  to  Algeria,  to  contribute  to  a  Chapel  at 
Woman's  prison  in  Raleigh,  and  to  give  $500  to  the  Chapel  at  Samarcand. 

The  Guild  now  had  4,261  members.  They  paid  $34,369  in  pledge  to  missions  and 
had  a  total  of  $51,672  for  all  disbursements.  All  of  these  totals  are  amazing  for  there 
was  an  undergirding  rumble  of  the  Vietman  war  with  its  death  and  destruction 
consuming  the  minds  of  the  American  people  all  over  the  nation. 

1969  -  History  moved  on  into  1969  when  Methodist  women  again  travelled  to 
Lake  Junaluska  to  hear  the  annual  report  of  their  first  year  as  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service.  Their  theme  of,  "Confrontation  ■  the  World  in  Crisis,  Mandate 
— Reconciliation."  The  crises  involved  hunger,  credibility,  apathy,  cruelty,  generation 
gap,  discrimination,  extremism  •  while  the  mandate  called  for  patience,  humility, 
faithfulness,  kindness,  goodness,  self-control  and  PEACE. 

Speakers  chosen  to  inspire  the  women  included  four  nationally  known 
Christians,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Green,  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  vice-president,  Dr. 
Eugene  Stockwell  of  the  World  Division,  Dr.  Dorothy  McConnell  and  Mrs.  J.  Boyd 
Terrell  of  the  Women's  Division 

The  W.N.C.  Conference  realigned  its  districts.  The  new  Winston- 
Salem/Forsyth  District  and  the  Winston-Salem/Northeast  District  brought  the 
districts  total  to  14.  The  Conference  also  voted  to  go  on  the  calendar  year,  making  the 
1970  "year"  cover  only  7  months.  May  28  to  Dec.  31. 

The  Conference  Women  participated  in  observing  the  International  Year  of 
Human  Rights  with  spin-off  workshops  from  the  World  Understanding  Workshop  on 
Poverty  and  World  Development  held  in  Charlotte.  A  moving  drama  was  presented 
about  constructing  bridges  instead  of  walls. 

Membership  had  increased  to  40,980  and  pledge  to  missions  amounted  to 
$282,997,  with  total  disbursements  of  $310,859.  The  School  of  Christian  Mission 
attracted  260  for  the  W.S.C.S.  and  125  Guilders. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  looked  back  on  a  busy  year  as  Guilders  "moved 
outside  the  doors  of  our  churches,"  working  in  Nursing  Homes,  tutoring  youth, 
volunteering  to  work  in  Bethlehem  Centers,  participating  in  inner-city  work  and 
community  organizations  where  Guilders  are  learning  and  growing  in  issues  of 
development  and  peace. 

One  special  joy  of  their  program  was  the  presentation  of  the  200  voice  Children's 
Choir  from  Hendersonville,  including  a  bell  choir.  They  again  took  bus  trips  to  Allen 
High  School  and  Brooks-Howell  Home  in  Asheville  and  to  the  Cherokee  Reservation. 

The  Guild  had  4,621  members  who  pledged  $40,227  for  missions  and  had  a  total 
of  $49,396  in  disbursements  during  the  year.  A  message  from  Mrs.  Terrell  summed  up 
the  whole  program.  She  said,  "Half  way  is  not  enough  in  human  relations  in  Christian 
response.  As  Christians  we  have  had  a  message  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  -  that 
sometimes  we  get  shrouded  in  a  cloud  and  can't  think  clearly." 

1970  -  By  1970  Methodist  Women  had  made  up  their  minds  that  they  would  work 
harder  in  their  mission  for  PEACE.  At  the  June  Annual  Meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska 
they  listened  intently  to  a  program  planned  on  the  theme,  "CHALLENGE:  CHOOSE 
LIFE,  Courage  to  Be,  to  Care,  to  Serve,  to  Change,  to  Love,  to  Hope." 

Mrs.  Frank  Redding,  president,  led  a  pageantry  of  banners,  with  all  district 
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presidents  following  in  procession.  The  banners  were  then  placed  on  the  platform 
providing  beautiful  color  and  symbols.  Mrs.  Redding  said,  "There  is  a  path  and  only 
one  path  that  leads  to  hope.  I  challenge  you  to  CHOOSE  LIFE." 

A  presentation,  "Methodism  Matures  in  Mission,"  featured  artifacts  and 
missionaries  from  Africa,  India,  Asia  and  America.  The  procession  of  retired 
missionaries  and  deaconesses  from  Brooks-Howell  Home  was  a  high  light  for  the 
occasion.  These  women  had  served  a  total  of  270  years  in  mission  fields. 

A  Task  Force  presented  a  skit,  "A  New  Day  for  Women,"  in  which  they 
emphasized  the  fact  that  "women  should  become  constructively  more  articulate  and 
engage  in  self-evaluation  so  that  they  would  become  knowledgeable  in  regard  to  the 
place  of  women  in  the  church." 

A  Love  Offering  of  $7,532  was  designated  in  honor  of  Miss  Mollie  Townsend, 
Miss  Ethel  Bost  and  Miss  Emma  Burris.  The  membership  had  reached  40,209,  the 
pledge  $148,903  and  the  total  disbursements  $176,455. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  had  a  joyous  weekend  firmly  commited  to  receive 
the  CHALLENGE  and  CHOOSE  LIFE."  Outstanding  speakers  shared  messages  of 
"Courage  to  Be,  to  Care,  to  Serve,  to  Change,  to  Love  and  to  Hope."  These  included 
Dr.  Earnest  A.  Smith  of  the  National  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  Mrs.  H.M. 
Russell,  SEJ  president,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Green,  SEJ  vice-president  and  two 
missionaries,  Lorena  Kelly  and  Rickie  Lewallen. 

Mrs.  Helen  Worthy  challenged  her  hearers  by  saying  that  only  one-third  of  the 
Methodist  women  in  our  churches  are  members  of  the  W.S.C.S.  or  Guild.  "We  can 
gain  the  other  two-thirds,"  she  said,  "and  more  too,  if  we  will  only  move  with  a  shining 
beacon  of  light." 

The  Sunday  morning  worship  for  Guilders  is  always  so  meaningful  for  all  who  are 
there.  This  Sunday  Dr.  Smith  preached  on,  "Life  with  New  Dimensions,"  describing 
three  dimensions  of  life  -  faith,  joy  and  hope."  He  concluded  with  these  words  that 
every  Guilder  took  home: 

"Life  is  a  gift  from  God  -  Accept  it! 
Life  is  to  be  enjoyed  -  Love  it! 
Life  is  to  be  employed  -  Fulfill  it! 
Life  is  beautiful  -  Express  it! 
Life  is  love  -  Share  it! 
Life  is  exciting  -  Turn  it  on! 
Life  is  eternal  -  Let  it  keep  you! 

The  Guild  numbered  4,209.  They  pledged  $20,429  to  missions  and  paid  $29,621 
in  total  disbursements  for  the  year. 

1971  -  "The  Urgent  Now"  forced  its  way  into  the  thinking  of  Methodist  women 
and  made  them  wonder,  "Which  Way  Am  I  Headed?  INWARD  or  OUTWARD?"  as 
they  gathered  to  look  back  in  reports  and  plan  ahead  in  a  vision  of  work  yet  to  be 
done.  They  met  in  June  at  Lake  Junaluska  with  a  pageantry  of  flags  of  countries 
representing  units  of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women. 

"The  Spaceship  Earth  was  a  huge  circle  with  a  BIG  LOVE  written  in  the  center, 
and  surrounded  by  the  words  hate,  drugs,  pollution,  war,  generation  gap,  hunger 
and  race.  The  program  zeroed  in  on  each  of  the  urgent  issues,  trying  to  offer  ways  to 
alleviate  these  problems.  Warren  and  Mary  Ebinger  of  the  National  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  had  dialogue  sessions  on,  "Sights  and  Sounds  of  the  70's," 
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and  "Design  for  Dedication." 

A  panel  on  "Women  in  Today's  World"  led  the  way  for  encounter  groups  to 
discuss,  "Now  We  Are  in  Orbit."  Later  "Splash  Down"  revealed  ways  to  help 
Christian  women  "see"  more  clearly.  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  said  in  part,  "A  Christian  has 
the  ability  to  engage  in  helping  to  make  a  better  world  and  a  real  Christian  must  be 
involved  and  engaged  in  helping  to  improve  social  conditions,  and  each  church 
member  must  get  rid  of  his  own  prejudice." 

Dr.  Edward  Carothers  of  the  National  Board  of  Missions,  added,  "The  most 
powerful  institution  for  change  can  be  the  church  ■  once  we  create  the  atmosphere  in 
which  seed  reactions  can  develop,  the  creation  of  atmosphere  is  essential  to  the 
growth  of  new  perceptions." 

The  Love  Offering  of  $9,834  was  given  to  Allen  High  School  in  Asheville,  N.C., 
Vashti  School  in  Thomasville,  Georgia,  and  Boylan-Haven  Mather  Academy  in 
Camden,  South  Carolina. 

The  Wayncsville  W.S.C.S.  and  W.S.G.  placed  four  cement  benches  at  the  foot 
of  the  Junaluska  Cross  at  the  lakeside.  It  was  announced  that  the  new  apartments  at 
Brooks-Howell  Home  had  been  named  for  Miss  Emma  Burris  and  Mrs.  E.D. 
Chandler,  and  the  other  new  apartments  were  the  Jones-Cadwallader  Apartments. 

In  financial  gifts,  the  Conference  gave  $280  to  each  of  the  Church  and 
Community  Workers  for  medical  and  health  expenses,  $500  for  repairs  for  the 
cottage  for  the  worker  at  Cherokee,  a  yearly  scholarship  of  $300  to  Allen  High  School, 
and  $700  for  the  Student  Summer  Training  Program. 

Almost  a  thousand  women  were  at  the  Lake  for  Annual  Meeting.  Their  pledge  to 
missions  was  $310,000.  The  Society  membership  was  37,784  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  numbered  4,270  members  with  293  attending  annual  weekend.  They, 
too,  centered  their  program  on  "The  Urgent  Now." 

Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel,  president  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  was  the 
featured  speaker,  saying  in  part,  "Now  is  urgent  for  women.  So  many  of  us  try  to 
escape  reality  by  looking  into  the  past  or  dreaming  of  the  future  that  the  only  time  God 
has  given  us  in  NOW.  This  is  a  time  of  tremendous  change  when  we  see  the  whole 
world  at  crisis  point.  Change  may  be  a  puzzle  to  some  people  when  God  himself  is 
changing  things,  but  this  does  not  mean  that  God  does  not  want  us  to  change.  We 
believe  that  God  is  always  active  and  is  in  the  middle  of  His  world,  and  often  in  the 
middle  of  change  to  push  us  into  action.  Women  have  special  gifts  of  flexibility." 

Dr.  Harvey  Hahn,  pastor  of  the  former  Evangelical  United  Brethen  Church, 
spoke  on,  "Surface  Religion,"  Mrs.  Odell  Brown,  Guild  chairman,  reported  that  the 
Guild  had  215  units  and  had  contributed  $45,269  m  all  of  its  projects.  The  Guilders 
gave  a  Love  Offering  of  $2,644  to  the  three  Methodist  schools  in  the  Southeast  and  a 
Christmas  offering  to  the  five  national  projects  in  our  Conference.  She  concluded  by 
giving  her  fellow  workers  "Nine  Keys  to  Contentment  and  the  Guilders  went  on  their 
homeward  way  refilled  with  spiritual  energy  to  journey  through  another  year. 
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Murphy  Nelson  was  such  a  lovely  person,  physically,  mentally  and  spiritually  that 
her  fellow  workers  dedicated  an  Annual  Report  in  her  honor  while  she  was  vice- 
president.  She  had  great  expertise  in  program  planning  and  had  a  marvellous  ability  to 
foresee  every  detail  needed  to  make  a  program  proceed  smoothly.  She  had  a  gift  of 
tactfulness.  Her  quiet,  encouraging  voice  was  a  great  help  in  the  merging  of  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  in  creating  a 
beautiful  sense  of  oneness  in  the  Conference.  She  shared  her  ideas,  her  dreams  and 
herself  with  others  so  beautifully  that  she  was  loved  throughout  the  whole 
Conference. 
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WOMEN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 
1972-1975 


Conference  Directory 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Chairmen  of  Program  Areas: 
Christian  Social  Relations 
Missionary  Education 
Spiritual  Growth 
Secretary  Program  Materials 
Ch.  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
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Historian 
Members-at-large: 

Mrs.  S.  Ray  Lowder 
Chairmen: 

Com.  on  Nominations 

Com.  on  Public  Relations 

Com.  on  Scholarship 
Sub-Committee  on  Leadership  De 

Task  Force  Role  of  Women 
Town  and  Country  Misistries 
School  of  Christian  Mission 
Board  of  Missions 


Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson 

Mrs.  Ray  Simpson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Charles  Brackett,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Orell  Lineberger 

Miss  Fannie  McCallum 

Mrs.  Paul  Feezor 

Mrs.  C.C.  Phillips 

Mrs.  J.J.  Patterson 

Miss  Ronda  Robbins 

Mrs.  George  Dalton 

Mrs.  Frank  Redding,  Jr. 

Mrs.  S.  Ray  Lowder 

Mrs.  James  E.  Smith 


Deaconess  Representatives: 
Conference 

Ntn.  Deaconess  Commission 
Resident  Bishop 
President  Emeritus 
Rep.  from  Program  Council 


Mrs.  Edwin  Ford 

Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey 

Mrs.  James  S.  Price 
velopment 

Mrs.  C.C.  Herbert,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Philip  Neal 

Mrs.  Charles  Gidney 

Mrs.  Van  Dillon,  Jr.  Elkin 

Mrs.  A.L.  Morrison 

Mrs.  E.D.  Chandler 

Mrs,  W.  Frank  Redding,  Jr. 

Miss  Gladys  Campbell 
Miss  Flora  Clipper 
Bishop  Earl  Hunt,  Jr. 
Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver 
The  Rev.  Claude  Young 


Morganton 
Kannapolis 
Asheville 
Stoneville 

Greensboro 

Denton 

Charlotte 

High  Point 

Lexington 

Lewisville 

Asheboro 

Lincolnton 

Greensboro 

Shelby 

Charlotte 

Charlotte 

Charlotte 
Asheville 
Clyde 

Statesville 

Asheville 

Asheboro 


Charlotte 
Charlotte 
Winston-Salem 
Statesville 


CONFERENCE  DIRECTORY  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


Chairman 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Members-at-large 

Chairman  of  Nominations 

Six  members  from  W.S.C.S. 


Miss  Ronda  Robbins 
Mrs.  Jimmy  L.  Everhart 
Mrs.  Orell  Lineberger 
Mrs.  Bernice  Norwood 
Mrs.  George  Phillips 
Executive  Committee 


Lexington 

Lexington 

Stoneville 

Greensboro 

Winston-Salem 


Thirteen  district  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Secretaries 
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1972  -  The  legend  of  the  butterfly  and  a  theme  of,  "Break  Thru"  created  a 
celebration  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  at 
Lake  Junaluska  in  June  of  1972.  As  a  call  to  worship  the  leader  said,  "Like  the 
butterfly  we  find  that  we  can  no  longer  stay  behind  selfmade  walls  of  protection.  We 
struggle  to  be  free. .  .breaking  the  bonds  of  the  self  we  see;  to  soar  in  a  new  dimension. 
God  will  enable  us  to  do  this  as  well  as  to  be  creative,  to  be  courageous,  to  be 
constructive." 

Mrs.  Frank  Redding,  retiring  president,  challenged  the  women  to  continue  their 
loyal  support  of  the  Spiritual  Enrichment  weekends  at  Junaluska,  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission  at  Pfeiffer  College,  to  "go  beyond  giving  to  the  mission  pledge,  and 
to  work  toward  implementing  the  role  of  women  in  the  church." 

She  also  told  them  of  the  plan  voted  on  at  General  Conference  for  "One  inclusive 
organization  for  women  in  the  church,  to  be  called  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN. 
Her  subject  was,  "Breakthru:    Change!  Choice?  Catalyst!!" 

Other  speakers  included  Sister  Teresita  Weind  of  Chicago,  Mrs.  Betty  Ray  of 
Washington,  D  C.  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Greene,  president  of  the  SE  Jurisdiction  Society- 
Guild,  and  Dr.  Harmon  Smith  of  Duke  University.  The  Junaluska  singers  added 
much  beauty  and  joy  to  the  annual  program  each  year,  with  Dr.  Glenn  Draper  as  their 
director. 

One  afternoon  was  given  to  encounter  groups  to  explore  the  subjects 
of:  "Humanity  -  Lost  or  won?",  "War  Against  Poverty",  "Hopeless  or  Hopeful?"  , 
"Environment  ■  Act  or  Die",  "Comunication  between  the  Church  and  the  World"  , 
"Breakdown  or  Breakthru?",  "Minority  Groups;  Demand  and  Response",  "Polari- 
zation: Problem  of  Society",  'Family  Life:  New  Style  of  Living",  "A  Question  of 
Morality:  Transplants,  Tranquilizers",  "Human  Life:  Total  Extinction  or  Creative 
Living?",  "World  Peace:  The  Immorality  of  War." 

There  was  a  symposium  on,  "What  Did  General  Conference  Do?"  Mrs.  Carl 
King  led  the  WNC  delegation  at  General  Conference  this  year. 

Sister  Teresita  Weind  led  a  worship  service,  "Creating  a  New  Design  for  Living 
thru  God's  Gift  to  Us,"  and  a  challenging  message  on,  "Choices  on  our  Conscience" 
was  given  by  Dr.  Harmon  L.  Smith. 

The  Love  Offering  amounting  to  $10,276  was  dedicated  to  Dr.  Mary  Floyd  and 
Mrs.  Marian  Wooten,  two  deaconesses  who  were  retiring  this  year. 

In  their  financial  outreach  program  the  Conference  voted  to  establish  a 
Vocational  Training  Loan  of  $1,200  for  a  student  to  do  independent  study,  made  a  gift 
of  $4,000  to  Pfeiffer  College,  $700  to  the  Student  Summer  Service  Program,  and 
$1,760  to  the  SE  Jurisdiction  Cultivation  Fund.  They  voted  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Mary  Floyd  Chair  of  Religious  Life  at  Pfeiffer  College  to  the  Mary  Floyd  Chair  of 
Religion. 

The  total  sent  to  the  Women's  Division  on  Mission  appropriations  was  $311,098 
and  disbursements  amounted  to  $393,161. 

Each  year  the  Conference  had  reports  on  the  Call  to  Prayer  services  held  in  local 
units,  the  School  of  Christian  Mission,  the  Spiritual  Enrichment  weekends  at 
Junaluska,  a  Leadership  Training  Day  in  Charlotte,  and  a  Memorial  Service  for 
deceased  members.  They  paid  tribute  to  officers  who  had  completed  their  tenure, 
and  concluded  with  a  commissioning  and  installation  service  for  newly  elected 
officers.  Mary  Dalton  was  chosen  by  the  Women's  Division  to  attend  a  Travel-Study 
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Seminar  in  East  Africa. 

In  the  year  of  1972  a  Consultation  on  Racism  was  held  at  Bennett  College  and 
Greensboro  College. 

The  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  felt  that  the  1971  theme  of  their 
Annual  Weekend  "had  made  us  open  our  eyes  and  our  minds  to  the  problems  and 
frustrations  of  our  changing  times."  Mrs.  Odell  Brown,  Guild  Chairman,  concluded 
her  message  with  these  words,  "Faith  digs  a  well.  Hope  draws  the  water.  Love 
channels  the  water." 

Their  speakers  included  The  Reverend  John  Bergland  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Miss 
Martha  King  of  the  National  Planning  Committee  for  the  new  organization,  and  Dr. 
Wallace  Fridy  of  South  Carolina.  They  patterned  their  program  after  that  of  the 
Women's  Society,  knowing  for  them  that  it  would  be  the  end  of  an  era. 

There  were  279  Guilders  at  the  meeting.  Their  Love  Offering  was  $2,673  and 
their  mission  pledge  was  $35,946,  with  the  total  disbursements  of  $51,710. 

For  the  last  time  together  they  prayed  their  well  loved  Guild  benediction,  "May 
the  joy  of  our  united  service  enrich  and  beautify  our  lives  and  be  a  mutual  blessing  to 
our  Guild,  our  Missionaries,  our  Church  and  our  Community,  that  all  may  share  in 
bringing  the  Kingdom  of  Peace  to  our  World.  Amen." 

1973  -  The  year  of  1973  brought  a  new  trend  at  this  organizational  meeting  of  the 
new  United  Methodist  Women.  The  Annual  report  was  "dedicated  to  and  in  honor  of 
the  host  of  women  and  organizations  which  have  been  a  part  of  our  heritage.  All  those 
mentioned  here  and  others  which  may  have  been  inadvertently  overlooked."  Like  a 
mighty  river  with  its  uniting  tributaries  this  group  was  made  up  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  1878,  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  1890,  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  1921,  the  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  1939,  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  1968, 
and  United  Methodist  Women  1972. 

The  meeting  was  held  on  a  weekend.  Program  participants  were  Bishop  Earl 
Hunt,  Jr.  of  Charlotte,  Miss  Maryruth  Nickels  of  Atlanta,  Georgia  and  Gilbert 
Galloway  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  who  showed  a  film  of  Western  North 
Carolina  women  "embracing  this  moment  in  history."  The  Junaluska  Singers,  who 
had  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  England,  added  much  joy  and  beauty  with  their  music. 

There  were  three  unusual  presentations,  the  role  playing  of  the  parable  of  the 
Good  Samaritan,  a  "Dear  Abby  Clinic"  with  a  question  box  for  the  audience  and  a 
beautiful  interpertive  worship  by  a  group  of  young  people  from  Central  U.M.C. 
Asheville  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Stockton.  As  a  celebration  of 
Supportive  Community  a  program  on,  "Faith,  Hope  and  Love"  was  presented  saying, 
'I  am  not  afraid  of  tomorrow,  for  I  have  seen  yesterday  and  I  love  today."  "Our 
Heritage"  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Frank  Redding  of  the  W.N. C.  Conference  and  Mrs. 
W.S.  McLeod  of  the  former  North  Carolina-Virginia  Conference. 

In  executive  session  the  conference  voted  to  give  $1,500  as  a  scholarship  to  Dr. 
Mary  Bethea  for  independent  study  in  the  field  of  gerontology  to  become 
administrator  at  Brooks-Howell  Home  in  Asheville;  to  allow  $700  for  the  Student 
Summer  Service  Program;  to  give  two  scholarships  to  Camp  Tekoa  or  Lake 
Junaluska;  and  that  a  pledge  of  $310,00  be  made  to  the  Women's  Division.  The 
Conference  newspapers  of  the  Guild  and  Women's  Society,  the  Guild-o-Gram  and 
Conference  Concerns,  was  merged  and  renamed  Conference  Gram. 
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The  Love  Offering  of  $10,428  was  given  "in  honor  of  past  Conference  presidents 
of  the  W.S.C.S.,  past  Conference  Chairmen  of  the  W.S.G.  and  retired  Deaconesses 
and  Missionaries  residing  within  the  Conference."  $2,348  was  given  to  the  SE 
Jurisdiction  Society-Guild  for  the  International  School  of  Nursing  and  $147,584  was 
paid  on  the  mission  pledge  and  $208,105  in  total  disbursements. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  reported  that  a  Love  Offering  of  $2,558  and  a 
mission  pledge  of  $35,901  had  been  given  with  total  disbursements  of  $48,768.  3,831 
members  were  reported.  Supplementary  gifts  of  $20,649  were  also  given.  This 
marked  the  end  of  an  era  for  the  Guild  as  they  moved  into  a  new  UNITED 
METHODIST  WOMEN  ORGANIZATION  to  "Live  a  New  Life  of  Christian  Service." 

By  1974  the  winds  of  change  had  swept  across  the  land.  The  Conference 
Directory  listed  its  officers  by  given  names  instead  of  by  a  husband's  name.  This  was  a 
fundamental  social  change  in  the  whole  of  society,  as  more  people  began  to  call  each 
other  by  first  names. 

Some  Districts  had  Sub-Districts.  The  Conference  program  was  not  printed  in 
the  Annual  Report,  only  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting. 

1974  -  In  1974  the  new  structure  had  been  organized  and  the  Annual  Report 
featured  the  drawing  of  a  Local  Woman,  with  "Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit"  as  the  theme. 
Miss  Ronda  Robbins  told  the  women  that  "This  is  a  working  meeting  planned  by  the 
Program  Team"  and  Dr.  Russell  Montfort  spoke  on,  "To  Better  Understand  Our  New 
Church  Structure." 

There  were  Learning  Workshops  on  Ethnic  Leadership,  Become  Community, 
The  Woman  You  Can  Be,  Program  Spin-Offs,  Women  in  Today's  World,  Crisis  in 
Health,  Grow  Old  Along  With  Me,  and  The  Good  Earth.  Each  delegate  could  visit  two 
workships. 

Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson  summarized  some  of  the  concerns  she  had  tried  to  bring  to 
Methodist  Women,  saying  in  part,  "Our  effort  has  been  to  erase  the  lines  of 
demarcation  between  various  groups,  black  and  white,  young/older,  gainfully 
employed  /  full  time  mothers  and  homemakers.  We  have  tried  to  plan  programs  that 
were  more  inclusive.  Our  emphasis  on  the '35  and  under  has  been  effective. ..Another 
effort  I  have  made  is  for  a  more  creative  use  of  time  and  energy.  We  have  operated 
under  a  trial  budget  system  planned  by  Dr.  Mary  Bethea  and  three  former 
Conference  treasurers,  and  it  works  beautifully." 

She  urged  the  women  to  engage  in  program  planning,  "to  determine  your 
concerns,  weaknesses  and  needs  and  establish  the  ones  you  should  tackle  first," 
suggesting  that  each  local  society  should  use  the  Program  Resources  and  have  more 
information  and  contact  with  Mission  projects  within  the  Conference. 

Each  District  was  asked  to  appoint  a  Task  Force  on  the  Role  of  women  and  all 
were  asked  to  work  for  the  passage  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

The  Love  Offering  of  $10,01 1  was  "In  honor  of  all  United  Methodist  Women,  and 
the  Work  of  the  National  Division,  the  World  Division  and  the  Women's  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church."  There  were  38,381 
members  who  contributed  $148,835  on  pledge,  and  $197,756  in  total  disbursements. 

There  was  no  mention  of  the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  number  attending  the 
Spiritual  Enrichment  Weekends  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

Incoming  president,  Joetta  Rinehart  and  Ronda  Robbin  s  were  selected  to  attend 
the  1974  National  Seminar  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  The  theme  was  "Living  In  the  Eighth 
Day." 
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Joetta  Rinehart  was  one  of  the  youngest  women  to  come  into  the  presidency  of 
the  United  Methodist  women.  She  brought  an  aliveness  of  spirit  and  thought  that  was 
truly  a  gift  from  God.  Her  creative  insight  and  imagination  reveal  the  depth  of  her 
spiritual  journey.  With  her  ability  to  communicate,  people  are  caught  up  in  her 
enthusiasm  and  originality  of  thought  and  leadership,  and  thus  are  able  to  carry  out 
their  own  goals.  Her  confidence  and  hopes  for  women  are  exceeded  only  by  her  love 
for  all  people.  She  never  stints  her  time,  energies  and  abilities  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
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1975  -  There  were  many  changes  in  the  1975  era  as  a  social  change  in  the  outside 
world  crept  into  the  Annual  Meeting  Report  of  Methodist  women.  The  names  of  all 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  were  listed  by  the  given  name  of  the  woman, 
instead  of  that  of  her  husband.  Some  Districts  had  listed  Sub-Districts.  The  program 
of  the  Annual  Meeting  was  not  printed  in  the  report,  only  the  Minutes  of  the  Annual 
Meeting. 

The  theme  of  the  meeting  was,  "To  Be  Alive  in  Mission,"  and  the  opening  session 
was  a  Lakeside  Service  with  The  Reverend  Martha  Wilson  of  Nashville  Tenn., 
presenting  a  modern  adaptation  of,  "Feeding  the  Multitude." 

At  the  evening  service  a  tribute  was  paid  to  Libba  Herbert  of  Charlotte  who  had 
led  "Sing-Out"  services  as  an  inspirational  part  of  many  Annual  Meetings. 

Gilbert  Galloway  of  the  Audio-Visual  Department  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  showed  filmstrips  outlining  the  emphases  of  the  board;  Hungar/Energy, 
persons  in  mission,  liberation  and  theology.  Mrs.  J.  Boyd  Tyrrell  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  spoke  on  resources  from  which  the  board  receives  funds  and  how 
the  Board  and  the  Women's  Division  relate  to  the  local  society. 

The  Conference  pledged  $325,500  to  the  Women's  Division  for  missions.  The 
Love  Offering  of  $10,784  was  given  in  honor  of  the  Local,  District  and  Conference 
Treasurers,  past  and  present,  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  W.N.C. 
Conference.  The  women  also  contributed  thousands  of  green  stamps  for  physical 
therapy  equipment  for  Brooks-Howell  Home.  The  new  mini  bus  of  Brooks  Howell 
Home  was  on  display  at  the  meeting. 

Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson,  outgoing  president,  was  given  a  Sustaining  Membership  in 
the  Society.  Other  officers  who  had  completed  the  designated  tenure  were  given 
Patron  Memberships.  Honorary  Memberships  were  presented  to  those  who  had 
served  one  term.  This  has  been  a  custom  of  the  Conference  Society  for  many  years 
honoring  outgoing  officers. 

Many  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Executive 
Committee  served  on  the  W.N.C.  Conference  Boards,  agencies,  committees  and 
commissions  in  decision  making  positions.  Others  served  on  Affiliate  Organizations 
such  as  the  North  Carolina  Church  Women  United,  North  Carolina  Council  for 
Social  Legislation,  North  Carolina.  Family  Life  Council  and  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Women's  Organizations. 

District  Retreats  were  held  Sunday  morning  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt.  Jr.  was  speaker  for  the  morning  worship  service.  His  subject  was,  "To  Be 
Alive  in  Mission."  It  was  anounced  that  635  women  had  attended  the  Spiritual  Life 
Weekends  in  October. 

There  were  1098  attending  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  membership  included 
36,991  and  total  giving  amounted  to  $422,627.  This  included  Gifts  to  missions  $17,653, 
Scholarships  $23,338,  World  Thank  Offering  $8,326,  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self  Denial 
$20,432,  Church  and  Community  Workers  $12,089,  U.M.C.O.R.  $1,572  and  other 
causes. 

There  was  a  final  tribute  to  the  Executive  Committee  "which  has  enabled  the 
entire  Conference  to  become  one  Community  of  United  Methodist  Women  and 
through  whose  consecrated  leadership  we  have  grown  in  our  Knowledge  of  God, 
-Freedom  as  Whole  Persons,  Development  of  a  Creative  Fellowship  and  Expansion 
of  our  concept  of  what  it  means  to  be  Alive  in  Mission." 
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1976  •  "Living  in  the  8th  Day"  was  the  theme  of  the  1976  Annual  Meeting.  This 
was  taken  from  Nicolas  Berdyaef ,  "Creativeness  in  the  world  is,  as  it  were,  the  eighth 
day  of  creation."  Further  explanation  said,  "Because  our  gifts  carry  us  out  into  the 
world  and  make  us  participants  in  life,  the  uncovering  of  them  is  one  of  the  most 
important  tasks  confronting  any  one  of  us.  When  we  talk  about  being  true  to 
ourselves  -  being  the  persons  we  are  intended  to  be  -  we  are  talking  about  gifts.  We 
cannot  be  true  to  ourselves  unless  we  are  true  to  our  gifts." 

The  Reverend  Robert  Young  stressed  the  theme  at  the  opening  Lakeside 
service,  saying  in  part,  "Living  in  the  8th  day  always  involves  a  new  day.  It's  not  just  a 
day.  Each  day  is  a  birthday  -  life  of  birth  and  wings.  It  began  in  eternity  and  ends  in 
infinity.  It  is  the  Christ  who  turns  our  sunsets  into  sunrises.  May  the  light  of  Christ 
shine  upon  you.  May  the  sun  of  Christ  rise  on  your  day." 

The  evening  session  began  with  a  "Procession  of  Creations".  Officers  carried 
colorful  banners  which  formed  a  beautiful  backdrop  on  the  stage. 

Joetta  Rinehart,  president,  told  her  fellow  workers,  "We  have  travelled  together 
this  year,  nearly  40,000  of  us,  toward  wholeness.  Since  June  of  1975  we  have  moved 
past  several  mileposts  on  our  journey.  We  have  learned  more  about  our  conference 
mission  projects.  We  have  looked  at  ourselves  as  women  in  the  Middle  of  Tomorrow 
and  we  have  looked  at  the  structure  of  our  nation  -  a  Nation  under  God..."  The 
challenge  of  the  8th  day  is  to  be  sensitive,  to  be  involved.  This  will  require  studying  and 
reaching  out  to  know  and  to  grow,  to  explore,  to  love,  to  believe.  Our  belief  and  our 
action  must  go  together.  Each  of  us  is  called  to  a  special  place." 

The  Conference  voted  to  study  carefully  the  1977  Legislative  Program  of  the 
North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches.  They  pledged  $325,500  for  missions  and  agreed 
to  give  the  annual  Love  Offering  of  $12,572  undesignated  to  the  Women's  Division 
and  in  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  A  special  love  offering  of  $3,000  was 
designated  to  the  S.E.  Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Women. 

Other  gifts  included  $300  to  the  Mary  Floyd  Archives  at  Pfeiffer  college,  $2,000  to 
the  Upper  Cleveland  Group  Ministry  headed  by  Vera  Falls,  a  church  and  community 
worker;  $100  to  the  E.R.A.  United  Group,  and  to  pay  expenses  for  Mrs.  Joetta 
Rinehart  to  attend  the  meeting  of  General  Conference  in  Portland,  Oregon  -  plus  $300 
toward  Vera  Falls'  expenses  for  the  same  conference. 

Dr.  Mary  Bethea  discussed  isues  affecting  women  voted  on  at  General 
Conference,  and  Dr.  Lurlene  Earnhardt  gave  an  overview  of  the  entire  meeting.  Miss 
Theressa  Hoover  of  the  Women's  Division  summarized  the  program  by  saying,  "In 
some  ways  the  United  Methodist  church  is  like  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  that  we  are 
universal.  We  extend,  include  and  expand  the  fellowship  constantly.  When  one 
belongs  to  that  fellowship,  one  usually  finds  welcome  any  place  within  that  fellowship. 
While  we  have  learned  to  live  with  the  obvious  diversities,  the  more  long  range  kind  of 
commitment  required  of  us  is  to  learn  to  live  with  those  diversities  which  come  from 
within,  our  own  inner  thoughts,  our  experiences,  our  attitudes  toward  people." 

The  U.M.W.  Conference  numbered  37,458  women  and  gave  a  total  of  $401,298 
during  the  year  for  all  mission  causes  at  home  and  abroad.  $6,063  was  also  given  to 
U.M.C.O.R. 

1977  -  "Getting  in  Touch  with  God's  World,"  was  the  theme  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska  in  June,  1977.  Discipleship  was  defined  as,  "In  our  world 
full  of  strangers,  estranged  from  their  own  past,  culture  and  country,  from  their 
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neighbors,  friends  and  family,  from  their  deepest  self  and  their  God,  we  witness  a 
painful  search  for  a  hospitable  place  where  life  can  be  lived  without  fear  and  where 
community  can  be  found.  Coming  alive  is  when  all  our  celebrative  sounds  and 
stirrings  are  offered  against  the  backdrop  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  world  as  it  really 
is." 

The  Reverend  Paul  Castor  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  delved  further  into  the 
subject  saying  in  part,  "There  is  a  need  today  for  people  to  find  meaningful 
relationships  for  being  in  touch  with  reality."  He  suggested  four  ways  of  learning  to 
"reach  out":  a  retreat  to  nature's  solititude,  a  return  to  redemptive  human 
relationships,  reading  the  Living  Word,  and  dedicated  response  to  human  suffering." 

Bishop  Frederick  Wertz  of  West  Virginia,  President  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  said,  "The  world  in  which  we  live  is  a  difficult  one.  It's  a  hungry  world 
■  hungry  for  bread."  He  shared  some  of  his  experiences  while  visiting  in  Pakistan, 
Bangladesh,  Palestine,  the  Congo,  Liberia,  Zaire  and  Nepal,  adding,  "Our  world  is 
hungry  for  meaning." 

Getting  in  Touch  with  God's  work"  was  featured  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  major 
emphaisis  on,  "THINK  LOCAL." 

The  president's  message  centered  on,  "Getting  in  Touch  with  People  Every 
where."  She  said,  "As  we  continue  our  deliberations  in  this  place,  we  have  a  real  and 
challenging  opportunity  to  make  decisions  that  will  help  us  to  reach  out.  We  will  be 
exposed  to  ideas  that  will  renew  us  for  His  service  and  for  His  purpose,  if  we  have 
open  minds,  if  we  respond  out  of  concern  for  others  and  if  we  reach  out  in  love." 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  led  the  communion  service. 

Soul  searching  and  decision  making  came  up  for  consideration.  The  Women's 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  had  passed  a  resolution  that 
national  meetings  would  not  be  held  in  states  that  had  not  ratified  the  Equal  Rights 
amendment.  They  encouraged  members  of  United  Methodist  Women  to  avoid  taking 
vacations  in  or  making  trips  to  states  opposing  ERA. 

North  Carolina  was  one  of  the  states  whose  Legislature  had  refused  to  pass  the 
ERA.  Miss  Mary  Ruth  Nickels,  Regional  Staff  Person,  explained  that  the  resolution 
was  not  a  mandate  and  previous  commitments  would  be  honored.  The  resolution  was 
debated  pro  and  con,  and  when  the  vote  was  taken,  it  was  237  for  and  102  against. 

Dr.  L.  Bevel  Jones  III  of  Georgia  gave  the  Sunday  sermon  on,  "Mandate  for 
Mission,"  saying  in  part,  "It  is  true  that  we  cannot  know  where  we  are  going  until  we 
know  where  we  have  come  from...  We  are  God's  chosen  people,  called  by  Him  for  a 
specific  purpose."  He  developed  his  theme  by  saying  that  "we  are  God's  own 
community,  we  are  a  community  of  reconciliation,  we  are  a  community  of  concern  or 
a  community  of  outreach,  and  this  (the  church)  is  a  fellowship  and  a  communion  of 
faith." 

A  concert  by  the  Junaluska  Singers  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Glenn  Draper  was 
such  a  beautiful  and  enjoyable  presentation  that  the  women  gave  them  $500  on  their 
fund  for  a  trip  abroad. 

In  Executive  action  the  Conference  established  new  Standing  Rules  for  the 
Annual  Meetings,  approved  insurance  for  Executive  Committee  members  attending 
approved  meetings,  approved  the  cost  of  a  publication  for  the  Conference 
Scholarship  Program,  made  changes  in  their  By  Laws,  gave  $300  to  a  Rhodesian 
student  at  Pfeiffer  college,  and  a  $300  love  gift  to  Margaret  Warren,  missionary  in 
Japan. 
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The  Love  Offering  of  $1^,543  was  given  to  the  Junaluska  Advancement  Fund. 
There  were  956  attending  the  Annual  Meeting  our  of  a  total  membership  of  37,148. 
The  largest  district  was  Charlotte  with  4,265  members.  The  total  expenditures 
amounted  to  $421,152.  The  Call  to  Prayer  gifts  were  $23,176  of  this  total. 

The  two  Church  and  Community  Workers  in  the  Conference  were  Miss  Vera 
Falls  in  Upper  Cleveland  County  and  Mrs.  Ann  Jensen  in  the  Yokefellow  Ministry  in 
Lenior.  A  special  regional  project  was  the  Appalachian  Development  Committee. 
The  four  National  Division  projects  in  the  Conference  were  the  Bethlehem  Centers  in 
Charlotte  and  Winston-Salem,  the  Brooks-Howell  Home  in  Asheville  and  Hinton 
Rural  Life  Center  in  Hayesville. 

1978  -  Early  Christians,  often  when  they  met,  drew  one  portion  of  a  fish  on  the 
sand,  and  the  second  person,  if  Christian,  would  complete  the  sign  of  the  fish  -  Icthus 
-in  Greek  meaning  "Jesus  Chirst,  Lord  and  Saviour."  So  Methodist  Women  chose  as 
the  theme  of  their  1978  Annual  Meeting,  "Signatures  of  Faith." 

The  progress  of  their  ambition  to  have  women  in  decision-making  places  in  the 
Church  was  shown  in  the  longer  list  of  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  serving 
on  Conference  boards,  committees  and  commissions.  Women  were  serving  on  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  Board  of  Discipleship,  Lay  Life  and  Work,  Council  on 
Ministries,  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  Task  Force  on  Ethnic  Minority  Concerns,  N.C.  Council  of  Churches, 
Committee  on  Communications  and  Interpretations,  Coordinating  Committee  on 
Hunger,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  Committee  on  Persons  of  Special 
Needs,  Committee  on  Black  Church  Development,  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
Committee  on  Leadership  Development  and  Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Mrs.  Joetta  Rinehart  was  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  serving 
on  the  National  Division. 

Representatives  of  affiliate  organizations  included  membership  in  the  higher 
echelon  of  Church  Women  United  in  North  Carolina,  North  Carolina  State  Council 
for  Social  Legislation,  North  Carolina  Family  Life  Council,  North  Carolina,  Council 
on  Women's  Organizations  and  Regional  Commission  on  Campus  Ministries. 

Many  of  the  customs  of  former  years  continued  on  the  program  of  the  annual 
Meeting.  The  districts  took  turn  in  being  hostess  for  the  meeting,  selecting  pages  to 
assist  Conference  officers  and  in  the  distribution  of  printed  material  to  the  audience. 
There  was  always  a  beautiful  processional  of  the  residents  of  Brooks-Howell  Home 
and  a  recognition  of  other  missionaries  and  deaconesses  in  the  Conference,  retired 
and  active,  and  of  Church  and  Community  Workers.  Special  Recognition  Pins  were 
given  to  outgoing  officers  and  an  installation  service  held  for  newly  elected  officers. 
The  hostess  District  usually  gave  a  get-acquainted  tea.  The  Secretary  of  Program 
Resources  had  a  display  of  literature  suggested  for  study  during  the  coming  year,  A 
Memorial  Service  for  members  who  had  died  during  the  previous  year,  and  a 
Communion  Service  was  held. 

An  original  drama  written  by  former  President  Murphy  Nelson  and  a  slide  set 
created  by  her  son,  Fletcher  Nelson,  Jr.  depiciting  the  work  of  the  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women  was  climaxed  by  participants  from  every  district  placing  "fruits 
of  the  spirit  and  their  work"  on  a  large,  live  Tree  of  Life  placed  on  the  stage. 
Vice-President  Jamima  DeMarcus  directed  and  coordinated  this  event  followed  by  a 
Peace  March  to  the  World  Methodist  Building  and  a  brief  worship  service  there. 
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A  Kaleidoscope  of  Faith  and  Action  presented  by  the  Conference  officers  shared 
the  basic  responsibilities  of  each  area  of  work  in  such  a  way  that  it  made  the 
connectional  system  of  the  Church  come  alive  for  local  women.  The  president's 
message  focused  on,  "Here  I  Am,  Lord,  Send  Me."  She  said,  "Persons  in  mission  are 
signbearers  to  the  world,  reflections  of  the  Light,  images  of  what  servants  of  God 
should  be. ..salt,  branches,  leven,  hands,  all  significant  of  faith  manifest  and  witnessed 
in  the  World.  United  Methodist  Women  are  on  the  road  to  wholeness,  through  study, 
action  and  reflection." 

Mrs.  E.D.  Chandler  was  given  an  honorary  doctorate  by  Pfeiffer  College.  Church 
and  Community  worker  Vera  Falls  retired  and  the  Junaluska  Singers  presented  a 
medley  of  songs  entitled,  "Signatures  of  Faith  Through  Music." 

The  Love  Offering  amounting  to  $12,136  was  given  to  missions  in  honor  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  and  their  wives.  The 
Conference  approved  the  publishing  of  a  book  similar  to  Images,  a  gift  of  $2,000  for 
the  work  of  Ann  Jansen,  $400  for  Wanda  Ogden  to  attend  Scarritt  College  for  a 
special  course,  and  $700  to  the  Student  Summer  Service  Program.  A  vote  of  approval 
was  given  to  the  Executive  Committee's  Action  to  ratify  the  Charter  of  Racial  Justice 
Policies. 

One  controversial  issue  provoked  much  discussion.  This  was  the  resolution  of 
the  Women's  Division  to  boycott  J. P.  Stevens  products.  After  two  WHEREAS 
statements:  "We  recognize  that  the  media  often  misinterprets  action"  and  "Many  of 
our  United  Methodist  Women  throughout  the  Conference  are  employees  at  various 
levels  of  J. P.  Stevens  Co."  came  the  action,  "We  therefore  in  Annual 
Meeting. ..hereby  register  our  objection  to  the  boycott  of  J. P.  Stevens  products...", 
then  "We  recommend. .that  United  Methodist  Women  participate  in  workshops 
dealing  with  labor/management  relations." 

A  short  history  of  racism  in  the  United  States  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Report. 
The  Charter  of  Racial  Justice  Policies  had  eight  statements,  "Because  We  Believe," 
then  the  commitment,"  We  commit  ourselves  as  individuals  and  as  a  community  to 
follow  Jesus  Christ  in  word  and  in  deed  and  to  struggle  for  the  rights  and  the 
self-determination  of  every  person  and  group  of  persons.  Therefore  as  United 
Methodist  Women  in  every  place  across  the  land,  we  will  unite  our  efforts  with  all 
groups  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  eliminate  all  forms  of  racism  in  the  church." 

There  were  37,457  members  of  the  Conference  U.M.W.  They  gave  a  total  of 
$444,359  for  all  mission  causes.  It  was  a  history  making  year! 
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Ronda  Robbins  was  a  person  whose  name  was  synonymous  with  United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  for  she  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  and  later  as  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women.  She  had  a  very  loving,  warm  disposition  and  had  the  ability  to  stand  on  the 
platform  and  give  every  local  woman  a  sense  of  warmth  and  individual  concern.  Her 
talent  and  creativity  were  evident  to  every  person  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 
She  had  a  beautiful  voice  and  loved  to  sing  on  any  occasion.  She  loved  rainbows... and 
butterflies. ..and  people.  She  was  the  local  woman's  ideal  of  a  Conference  president. 
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1979  The  Methodist  Women  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  met  at 
Lake  Junaluska  in  June  1979  to  take  part  in  a  program  of,  "Signbearers  to  a  New 
Age."  The  widening  sphere  of  their  influence  was  shown  in  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  affiliate  organizations  in  which  members  of  the  U.M.W.  Executive  Committee 
served.  In  1965  it  was  five  such  groups  and  in  1979  it  was  17  organizations. 

This  was  the  year  that  celebrated  the  International  Year  of  the  Child,  as 
proclaimed  by  the  United  Nations  in  its  effort  to  give  all  nations  the  opportunity  to 
place  special  emphasis  on  concern  for  children.  Jamima  DeMarcus  had  attended  the 
Human  Rights  Seminar  held  in  New  York  on  the  International  Year  of  the  Child, 
sponsored  by  the  Women's  Division.  She  said  it  made  participants  more  aware  of  the 
value  of  every  child  -  their  longing  to  be  heard  and  to  be  guided,  so  that  they  might 
become  creative,  productive  citizens.  She  added  that  the  least  most  powerful  group 
in  the  world  today  are  children. 

Mrs.  Olive  McLendon,  president  of  the  Core  Planning  Group  of  the  SE 
Jurisdiction,  spoke  on,  "The  Child  in  the  Faith  Community,"  She  said  in  1948  the 
United  Nations  adopted  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  and  in  1959  they 
added  the  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  the  Child,  and  in  1976  declared  1979  as  the 
International  Year  of  the  Child.  She  gave  the  eleven  principles  included  in  the  official 
declaration. 

There  was  a  reaction  panel  of  three  persons  stressing  the  need  for  education, 
equal  opportunity,  and  biblical  injunctions  about  children.  The  story  of  a  new 
organization.  Caring  for  Children,  Inc.  in  Asheville  was  also  heard. 

The  Conference  celebrated  the  adoption  of  the  Charter  of  Racial  Justice 
Policies.  This  had  been  ratified  the  previous  year  and  submitted  to  the  districts  and 
local  societies  for  study  ratification  and  implementation.  Ronda  Robbins,  president, 
said,  "Today,  as  we  come  together,  we  celebrate  our  endeavors  and  accomplish- 
ments realizing  there  is  still  much  to  study,  to  act  upon,  and  to  celebrate."  The 
Conference  published  suggested  guidelines  for  study,  ratification  and  implementation 
of  the  Charter,  asking  all  local,  district  and  conference  organizations  to  be  "well  on 
their  way"  to  ratification  by  March,  1980.  There  were  22  suggestions  in  the  guidelines, 
and  it  was  to  have  rough  travelling  in  some  places  in  the  following  months. 

Three  women,  Lurelcne  Barnhardt,  Thelma  Stamey  and  Joetta  Rinehart  were 
chosen  as  nominees  for  possible  membership  in  the  Women's  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  with  Helen  Gilreath  as  an  alternate.  Mrs.  Stamey,  a  member  of  the 
Core  Planning  Group,  served  as  chairperson  of  a  special  Task  Force  on  Com- 
munication for  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Nolcn  Hudson  drew  a  graphic  picture  of  the  children  in  Liberia, 
where  they  had  been  missionaries  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Mai  Gray,  president  of  the 
Women's  Division,  gave  a  national  view  of  the  importance  of  missions,  saying, 
"Persons  like  you  and  those  in  the  other  72  conferences  within  our  church  support  at 
least  50%  of  the  National  Division,  about  34'>n  of  the  World  Division  and  about  28%  of 
the  Education  and  Cultivation  Division." 

The  E.R.  A.  issue  again  surfaced  at  the  meeting  but  the  final  vote  supported  the 
issue  about  2  to  1,  and  $100  was  again  given  to  the  North  Carolinians  United  for 
E  R  A.  Marie  Flowers  and  Faith  Key  were  the  gifted  leaders  of  the  musicalpart  of  the 
program. 
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The  Love  Offering  amounting  to  almost  $15,000  was  designated  for  the  Medical 
Fund  for  Retired  Missionaries  and  Deaconess.  $1,000  of  this  was  given  by  the 
residents  of  Brooks-Howell  Home  and  another  $3,300  was  pledged  to  come  in  May. 
Dr.  Mary  Bethea,  administrator  of  Brooks-Howell  Home,  thanked  the  Conference  for 
the  700  missionaries  and  deaconesses  in  the  church  who  would  benefit  from  the  gift. 

In  other  action  the  Conference  voted  to  request  the  Women's  Division  to 
conduct  an  E.R.A.  Inquiry  in  Greensboro,  approved  a  Conference  Task  Force  on 
Child  Advocacy  and  a  Task  Force  to  strengthen  Clergy/United  Methodist  Women 
Relationships,  approved  expenses  for  an  Intergenerational  Retreat  in  September, 
made  a  pledge  of  $2,000  for  a  Church  and  Community  Worker  who  might  come  into 
the  Conference,  and  changed  the  name  of  the  Conference  Chairperson  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  to  Chairperson  of  Women's  Concerns. 

A  total  of  $468,848  was  given  to  missions.  This  included  a  pledge  of  $296,828,  a 
World  Thank  offering  of  $17,687,  the  Call  to  Prayer  Offering  of  $26,904,  supple- 
mentary giving  of  $2,705  for  world  projects  and  $9,519  to  national  projects. 

The  conference  membership  was  37,636. 

A  book  "Open  Doors. ..United  Methodist  Women  In  Mission"  was  published  in 
1979  compiled  by  Jamima  DeMarcus.  The  conference  Program  Committee  invited  all 
United  Methodist  Women  to  send  in  their  creative  writings  and  art  work.  This  book 
was  the  result  and  was  well  received  with  a  second  printing  necessary.  Over  4,000 
copies  have  been  sold. 

1980  -  When  June  1980  came  the  United  Methodist  Women  set  the  theme  of  their 
Annual  Meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska  as  "Threads  of  Discipleship."  They  dedicated  their 
annual  report  to  "Past,  present  and  future  District  Presidents  of  the  Women's  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  the  Weselyan  Service  Guild  and  United  Methodist  Women." 
They  traced  the  Threads  of  Friendship,  Crisis  and  Concern,  Commitment,  Witness 
and  Love,  and  concluded  with  a  Sunday  service  entitled  "The  Threads  of  Hope." 
Ronda  Robbins,  president  based  her  message  on,  "The  Threads  that  Run  so  True." 

Dr.  Claude  Young,  Jr.,  District  Superintendent  of  Winston-Salem,  discussed  the 
real  meaning  of  discipleship  and  Dr.  James  Bressee,  of  the  Research  Triangle  in 
Raleigh,  presented  facts  and  figures  about  the  energy  crisis.  In  a  briefing  on  issues. 
The  Reverend  Collins  Kilbourne  spoke  on  the  future  of  the  family,  women  in  crisis  and 
abused  children. 

Again  the  Conference  defeated  a  resolution  to  withdraw  support  of  the  E.R.A. 
They  approved  funds  to  send  two  delegates  to  the  national  Law  of  the  Sea  Meeting, 
five  delegates  to  the  World  Development  Workshop,  and  $200  on  the  expense  of  a 
Legislative  Workshop  to  be  held  at  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville.  The  ever  widening 
horizon  of  Social  concerns  made  them  reach  into  many  other  issues  of  the  time. 

The  Spiritual  Enrichment  Weekends  continued  to  grow.  The  attendance 
reached  1,002  in  1980.  A  special  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  love  offering  of  $3,000  was 
given  by  Western  North  Carolina  women;  one-third  as  support  for  missionaries  from 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  and  two  thirds  for  "Youth  in  Crisis",  current  programs 
at  Vashti  School  and  Boylan-Haven  Mather  Academy.  The  regular  Conference  Love 
Offering  amounting  to  $16,566  was  sent  to  the  Women's  Division  as  an  undesignated 
gift  to  Missions  in  recognition  of  the  needs  of  handicapped  persons.  $6,072  was  given 
in  scholarship  assistance,  $14,759  in  supplementary  gifts  and  $6,232  to  U.M.C.O.R. 
the  total  expenditures  amounted  to  $43,662.  There  were  36,872  members  in  the 
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Conference. 

1981  ■  A  many  colored  rainbow  of  "God's  Promises"  was  presented  to  United 
Methodist  Women  when  they  came  together  for  their  Annual  Meeting  at  Lake 
Junaluska  in  June  1981.  The  progress  of  women  serving  in  the  higher  echelon  of 
church  membership  was  shown  in  the  listing  of  Conference  Executive  Committee 
members  serving  on  21  Conference  Boards  and  agencies,  as  opposed  to  10  such 
Boards  and  Committees  in  1965.  Women  were  now  serving  in  13  affiliate 
organizations  but  in  1965  only  on  5  such  groups. 

Mrs.  Thelma  Stamcy  was  a  director  of  the  Women's  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Mrs.  Joetta  Rinehart  was  vice-president  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group.  Mrs.  Mary  Dalton,  as  a  part  of  the 
Women's  Division  emphasis  on  Peace,  attended  a  Middle-East  Study  Seminar. 

As  in  years  past  Memorial  Chapel  and  the  International  Prayer  Room  at 
Lambuth  Inn  were  open  for  prayer  and  meditation  at  all  times  and  the  World 
Methodist  Building  was  a  place  where  Women  could  learn  more  about  their  heritage. 

The  Communion  Meditation  reminded  the  women  of  "The  Unseen  Rainbow," 
which  is  the  fact  that  "God  is  forever  making  promises  to  us,  but  we  sometimes  try  to 
impose  our  own  time  table  and  fail  to  see  the  rainbow  of  promise  before  He  can  help 
us  complete  our  work  for  Him."  The  Reverend  Howard  Allred  of  Thomasville 
presented  a  series  of  homilies,  "God's  Promise  of  Eternal  Life,"  "God's  Promise  to 
Deliver  Us  from  Temptation,"  and  "God's  Promise  to  be  with  Us  in  the  Nitty  Gritty  of 
Life." 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Ed  Hackney,  who  had  spent  22  years  in  mission  work  in 
India,  "helping  bring  rainbows  into  the  lives  of  millions  of  people,"  spoke  on  their 
mission.  Mrs.  Jean  Dorsett,  past  vice-president  of  the  Women's  Division,  shared  her 
experience  in  serving  as  Chairperson  of  the  Inter-Agency  Task  Force  on  World 
Hunger.  She  gave  five  challenges  to  all  Methodist  Women:  to  develop  a  protest 
against  oppression,  consider  God's  love  for  human  kind,  our  religion  is  not  sincere 
unless  we  practice  another's  rights,  value  dignity  of  each  of  God's  children  and  the 
New  Testament  lessons  on  the  danger  of  the  love  of  accumulation.  These  have 
remained  as  challenges  to  women  in  the  ensuing  years. 

The  Conference  agreed  to  establish  a  Task  Force  to  plan  definite  action  about 
the  quality  of  TV  programs,  join  the  N.C.  Conference  in  a  Legislative  Training 
Workshop,  send  2  delegates  to  the  "Women  as  Consumers  Seminar  in  Texas,"  and 
contribute  $100  to  the  Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  transportation  for  a  Black  Choir  to  sing  at  Annual  Conference.  Members 
voted  to  furnish  a  room  at  the  Conference  Retreat  Center,  give  $100  for  dues  to  the 
State  Council  for  Social  Legislation,  and  $2,000  to  the  Women's  Division  to  help  fund 
a  Financial  Workshop. 

The  Love  Offering  of  $18,345  was  designated  to  the  fund  for  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development.  In  efforts  to  improve  communication  between  United 
Methodist  Women  and  Clergypersons,  contacts  were  made  with  Duke  Divinity 
School  asking  that  an  over-view  of  the  purpose  and  work  of  this  organization  be 
included  in  the  course  of  study.  The  Spiritual  Enrichment  Weekend  continued  to 
grow  with  1,100  attending  the  previous  year.  The  name  of  Chairperson  of  Public 
Relations,  was  changed  to  Secretary  of  Publicity  and  Public  Relations,  an  elective 
office. 
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The  total  giving  this  year  reached  $479,228,  with  $312,575  of  this  total  as  Mission 
pledge,  all  given  by  36,986  members  of  the  Conference  U.M.W. 

There  were  4  U  S-2  workers  listed  this  year.  The  first  U  S-2  was  noted  in  1976  at 
Allen  Center  in  Asheville,  2  in  1977  at  Allen  Center  and  Brooks-Howell  Home  and 
now  4  such  workers. 

1982  -  The  words  from  I  Corinthians,  "Do  All  to  the  Glory  of  God,"  were  used  as 
the  theme  of  the  1982  Annual  U.M.W.  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska.  A  new  Conference 
Learning  Center  on  the  campus  of  Children's  Home  in  Winston-Salem  was  listed.  For 
the  first  time  a  Sign  Language  Interpreter,  Kay  Bennett,  was  used  during  an  Annual 
Meeting  to  aid  the  hearing  imparled.  This  shows  an  increasing  awareness  and 
sensitivity  to  those  with  handicapping  conditions. 

Mission  Outlet  stations  featured  Cherokee  Mission,  Bethlehem  Centers, 
Structure  of  U.M.W.,  Program  Resources,  Women  in  Crisis,  Deaconesses  and 
Missionaries,  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women,  School  of  Christian  Mission 
and  a  Film  Festival  on  Allen  Center  and  Brooks-Howell  Home. 

The  Memorial  Service  was  held  at  the  lakeside  and  was  concluded  with  the 
planting  of  a  tree  near  Stuart  Auditorium  as  a  living  memorial  to  those  who  "had 
joined  the  Church  eternal." 

A  symposium  on,  "Seeking  Justice  and  Peace  in  a  Troubled  World,"  was  one  of 
the  main  features  of  the  whole  weekend.  Miss  Thelma  Stevens,  retired  staff  person  of 
the  Women's  Division,  was  moderator  of  the  discussion.  Dr.  Dorothy  Brown  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  spoke  on,  "Current  Economics  and  the  Oppressed,"  and  Miss 
Peggy  Billings  of  the  Women's  Division  discussed,  "Confronting  Racism  in  the  80's." 
The  Reverend  Robert  McClean  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  told  of  "The  Things  that  Make  For  Peace."  Miss  Stevens  concluded  with 
discussing,  "Women's  Issues,  "  then  the  assembly  divided  into  workshops  with 
symposium  members  as  leaders. 

The  Reverend  Harley  Cecil  spoke  on  the  need  for  Chapels  for  the  N.C.  Center 
for  the  Mentally  Retarded. 

The  Conference  voted  to  contribute  $2,000  to  furnish  a  room  at  the  Conference 
Learning  Center  in  Winston  Salem,  $500  to  the  Conference  Seminar  on,  "The 
Changing  World  Economy,"  and  to  provide  funds  for  a  filmstrip  on,  "Women  in 
Church  Careers."  $1,000  was  given  to  the  support  of  Bill  and  Cecelia  Manness, 
missionaries  in  Haiti,  $1,000  as  an  Assembly  offering  and  continued  the  $100  donation 
as  dues  in  the  N.C.  United  for  E.R.A. 

The  total  registration  at  the  annual  meeting  was  1,188.  The  National  Assembly 
was  held  April  29  -  May  2,  1986  in  Philadelphia  with  271  United  Methoidst  Women 
from  this  Conference  in  attendance.  A  Love  Offering  of  $16,020  was  made  as  an 
undesignated  gift  to  missions  in  honor  of  the  Deaconesses  and  Home  Missionaries, 
active  and  retired,  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  As  other  undesignated  gifts,  they 
sent  $344,392  pledge,  $29,580  for  Special  Recognition  gift  to  missions,  $1,754  for  In 
Remembrance  gifts,  $24,983  for  World  Thank  Offering,  and  $5,602  for  persons  in 
mission.  For  designated  gifts  they  sent  $31,804  for  Call  to  Prayer  gifts,  $20,486  for 
World  Missions,  $12,303  for  National  Missions,  $4,892  for  U.M.C.O.R.  and  $643  for 
Cursade  scholarships.  The  total  giving  amounted  to  $469,640.  The  Conference 
membership  was  36,996. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  The  World  Federation  of  Methodist  women  met  at 
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Lake  Junaluska  in  the  fall.  The  Asheville  and  Waynesville  Districts  were  hostesses 
honoring  the  officers  from  many  nations  with  gifts  of  hand  crafted  tote  bags  and 
dinner. 

A  very  special  event  was  sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Women  and  the 
Conference  Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Committee  this  year  at  Bennett  College, 
Greensboro.  In  an  effort  to  encourage,  to  discover,  train  and  assist  ethnic  minority 
women  for  leadership  roles,  targeted  women  were  brought  together  from  across  the 
conference  for  a  weekend  of  dialogue  and  planning.  Deputy  General  Secretary 
Theressa  Hoover  participated. 

For  the  first  time  reports  of  district  Presidents  were  recorded  in  the  1982  Annual 
Report.  It  was  amazing  to  read  of  the  thousands  of  Projects  carried  out  by  Methodist 
Women  in  their  local  units.  Yet  they  followed  a  basic  pattern  of  leadership  training, 
special  observances,  Bible  study  and  mission  study,  all  planned  with  the  help  of  the 
vision  they  had  received  at  the  annual  Meeting  of  the  Conference  U.M.W.  at  Lake 
Junaluska.  A  bumper  sticker  on  a  car  summed  it  up,  saying,  "I'm  a  part  of  the 
Junaluska  experience." 
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Jamima  DeMarcus  has  worked  for  34  years  in  Methodist  Women's  or- 
ganizations, serving  on  local,  district  and  conference  levels  demonstrating  talent  and 
commitment,  being  a  "doer  or  the  word  and  not  a  hearer  only."  She  is  as  creative  in 
her  program  planning  as  she  is  in  her  profession  as  an  interior  designer.  Her  beautiful 
leadership  ability  has  led  her  into  many  fields,  not  only  in  church,  but  in  her 
community  and  in  the  political  arena.  She  received  Conference  recognition  for 
inaugurating  the  Bishop's  Award  for  Excellence  in  Girl  Scouting.  She  is  involved  in 
many  areas  of  social  concerns  and  plays  a  leading  role  in  inspiring  women  to  seek  to 
undertake  more  responsible  places  in  the  church  and  the  community.  She  is  often 
found  on  "the  cutting  edge"  of  an  issue  that  is  beneficial  to  humankind. 
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1983  -  Imagine  standing  beside  the  lake  at  Junaluska,  the  waters  softly  lapping  the 
shore  and  the  reflection  of  the  distant  mountains  clearly  outlined  in  the  water  and 
feeling  the  stillness  of  God  as  the  soft  strains  of  aeolian  pipes  and  an  auto  harp  bring  to 
mind  phrases  of  loved  old  hymns.  This  was  the  atmosphere  of  a  communion  service 
held  the  first  afternoon  of  the  1983  Annual  Meeting  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
They  gathered  to  break  bread  together... and  go  in  peace.  Their  annual  theme  was, 
"Visions." 

Dr.  John  Bergland  presented  a  series  of  homilies  on,  "Love  in  Action",  one  at 
each  session,  "Love  in  Action  -  the  Servant,"  then  "the  Widow,  -  the  Penitent,"  and 
"the  Cross."  He  said  in  part,  "One's  believing  is  like  one's  dying. ..you  have  to  do  that 
alone,"  and  he  encouraged  each  one  "to  be  loved." 

The  women  paid  tribute  to  Maxine  West,  vice-president,  for  she  had  written  a 
program  to  be  published  in  the  United  Methodist  Women's  1984  Program  Book, 
entitled,  "A  Thirst  of  Learning,"  as  one  in  the  year's  theme,  "A  Centennial  Tapestry: 
the  Continuing  Journey  of  Women  in  Mission." 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Winters,  vice-president  of  the  Women's  Division,  in  speaking  about 
"Women  in  Crisis"  said,  "A  crisis  occurs  when  a  woman  finds  life's  experiences 
overwhelming;  and  as  a  result  she  is  locked  into  unwanted  situations  from  which  she 
is  unable  to  escape,  and  she  is  confronted  with  apparently  unsolvable  problems." 

In  her  president's  message,  Mrs.  DeMarcus  said,  "Where  there  is  no  vision,  the 
prople  perish. ..For  more  than  a  century  women  have  been  organized  for  mission 
working  in  areas  of  need,  expecially  where  women  and  children  are  concerned 
whether  around  the  world  or  in  mission  projects  here  in  the  United  States."  She 
outlined  ten  "visions  of  promise"  for  local  units  to  use  as  guidelines  in  "helping  United 
Methodist  women  stretch  their  horizons." 

The  Conference  voted  to  extend  their  officer  year  to  18  months  in  order  to 
conform  to  the  Woman's  Division  calendar  year.  They  changed  the  annual  U.M.W. 
meeting  from  June  to  September,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  pattern  of  other 
Conferences.  The  Spiritual  Enrichment  Weekend  was  changed  to  June. 

The  1983  Love  Offering  of  $21,212.19  was  designated  for  Pfeiffer  College  in 
appreciation  for  services  to  United  Methodist  Women  for  many  years.  The  annual 
School  of  Christian  Mission  is  held  at  Pfeiffer  College  each  year  and  many  times  the 
interim  meetings  of  the  Conference  Executive  Committee  are  held  at  the  college. 

Conference  financial  assistance  included  $2,000  for  Church  and  Community 
Work,  $1,000  for  Student  Summer  Service,  $1,000  to  help  W.N.C.  clergywomen 
attend  a  national  Consultation  in  New  Mexico,  $2,566  as  an  emergency  grant  to  Allen 
Center  in  Asheville,  and  $500  to  help  support  the  Land,  Farm,  Food  and  Human 
Justice  event  of  the  W.N.C.  and  N.C.  Conferences. 

Support  was  given  to  the  North  Carolina  State  Safe  Roads  Act  and  a  program  of 
recognition  was  established  for  local  units  meeting  the  standard  of  the  Reading 
Program.  Members  also  agreed  to  fund  a  film,  "Visions"  with  the  women  of  the 
W.N.C.  Conference  as  the  cast. 

The  annual  budget  totalled  $812,130,  the  highest  ever.  This  included  a  pledge  to 
missions  of  $507,022,  for  mission  recognition  $42,883,  World  Thank  Offering  $45,945, 
a  Call  to  Prayer  offering  $28,942,  U.M.C.O.R.  $10,518,  scholarships  for  21  students 
$19,091  and  several  other  items.  This  was  for  an  18  months  "year." 
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There  were  1,326  at  the  Annual  Meeting  and  the  entire  Conference  membership 
was  36,893.  These  women  carried  home  such  clear  visions  of  what  they  could  do  in 
their  own  local  units  and  districts  that  the  list  of  their  activities  and  projects  would  fill  a 
FAT  history. 

Three  persons  from  this  Conference  attended  the  National  Seminar,  a  major 
event  sponsored  by  the  Women's  Division  once  each  quadrennium.  The  Seminar  was 
held  in  Chico,  California,  August  12-19,  1983.  The  theme  was  "Economics  and  the 
Faith  Community."  Participants  were  Ann  Jones,  Betty  Artis,  Jamima  DeMarcus  and 
Julia  Dedmon,  selected  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group  as  an 
"Under  35"  age  participant. 

In  January  of  1983,  the  Women's  Division  proclaimed  the  years  1983,  1984  and 
1985  as  a  period  of  CENTENNIAL  ERA  CELEBRATION.  A  CALL  TO  GROW  was 
issued  to  all  local  units  of  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN,  all  district  organizations 
of  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN,  and  all  conference  organizations  of  UNITED 
METHODIST  WOMEN. 

The  theme  under  which  we  were  "called  to  grow"  was  COMMITTED  TO 
MISSION  TOMORROW:  BUILDING  ON  YESTERDAY.  We  were  called  to  grow 
in  breadth  (increasing  our  membership.)  We  were  called  to  grow  in  depth 
(recapturing  for  the  present  membership  a  sense  of  being  a  ministering,  nurturing  and 
supportive  community.)  We  were  called  to  grow  in  height  (sharing  our  heritage  with 
others  outside  the  organziation.) 

1984  -  In  1984  the  women  chose  as  their  theme  "Celebrating  Our  Journey,"  using 
the  Centennial  logo,  a  cameo  shape  with  border  design  and  a  montage  of  faces 
representing  the  continuity  of  missions,  yesterday,  today  and  tomorrow.  The 
hostesses  for  the  afternoon  gathering  wore  centennial  dresses  to  give  added  flavor  to 
the  occasion.  The  Reverend  John  Christy,  Jr.  dressed  to  protray  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury,  preached  a  sermon  on,  "The  Costly  Journey,"  saying  "We  must  learn  to 
GIVE  UP,  GIVE  TO  and  GIVE  IN  on  our  journey  as  Methodists." 

In  the  presidents  message,  Mrs.  Jamima  DeMarcus  spoke  on,  "Celebrating  our 
Heritage,"  saying,  "Our  taproot  is  our  missionary  enterprise. ..a  priority  that  has  been 
nourished  and  strenghened  through  the  sacrifice,  concern  and  courage  of  our 
foremothers.  Our  organization's  main  concern  has  been  to  deal  with  the  root  causes 
of  human  misery,  beginning  in  our  own  community,  and  moving  out  to  all  parts  of  the 
world.  We  seek  to  fulfill  the  universal  Christian  responsibility  for  changing  conditions 
of  life  and  society,  individually  and  corporately...A  highlight  of  our  past  year  was  the 
election  of  two  women  bishops  in  our  Church." 

Mrs.  Ruth  Daugherty,  president  of  the  Women's  Division,  discussed,  "Cross 
Roads  of  Caring,"  saying,  "Today  we  find  ourselves  at  the  point  of  the  crossroads.  . 
.We  must  continue  to  ask  ourselves  if  our  purpose  is  still  relevant.  At  the  crossroads 
we  have  options,  with  the  outcome  unknown  until  we  have  travelled  our  individual 
road.  Options  can  be  inclusion  or  exclusion,  reaction  or  interaction,  reformation  or 
transformation.  We  are  called  to  go  deeper  than  those  surface  needs  we  see." 

Many  areas  of  concern  were  explored  in  a  dialogue  session,  "Journey  of  Women 
in  Mission,"  conducted  by  the  Missionaries  and  Deaconesses  in  the  conference.  The 
story  of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women,  written  by  Maxine  West,  was 
presented  in  word  and  song,  with  Mrs.  Edith  Ming,  vice-president  of  the  North 
America  area  of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women  .as  speaker. 
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The  Love  Offering  of  $22,212  was  designated  to  the  Girls  High  School  at  Lodja  in 
the  Central  Zaire  Conference  in  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  L.  Scott  Allen,  resident 
bishop  and  wife,  who  would  soon  retire.  Miss  Lorena  Kelly  of  this  Conference  who 
founded  the  Lodja  School  while  she  served  as  a  missionary  in  that  area  was  given 
special  recognition. 

It  was  announced  that  the  Women's  Division  is  planning  a  written  history,  "100 
women  in  Mission."  Each  Conference  was  asked  to  send  five  names  for  possible 
inclusion  in  the  book.  Chosen  to  represent  the  W.N.C.  Conference  were  Dr.  Mary 
Bethea  and  Dr.  Lurlene  Barnhard  from  the  past  25  years,  and  Mrs.  C.C.  Weaver, 
Mrs.  Carl  King  and  Mrs.  Mary  Morrison  of  earlier  years. 

There  were  1,216  at  the  Spiritual  Enrichment  Retreats  in  June;  1,245  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  and  346  certificates  were  awarded  to  local  units  completing  the 
requirements  of  the  Reading  Program.  The  Conference  had  37, 123  members  in  1984. 
Maxine  West  was  chosen  by  the  Women's  Division  to  attend  a  Travel-Study  Seminar 
in  Korea. 

The  total  amount  spent  for  all  causes  was  $587,670.  The  largest  item  was 
$353,507  for  mission  pledge,  with  the  Call  to  Prayer  offering  $32,334,  Special  Mission 
Recognition  $28,930,  World  Thank  Offering  $28,067,  a  Centennial  Celebration  fund 
of  $6,364,  plus  a  gift  of  $1,000.00  was  given  to  the  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  on  the 
purchase  of  a  new  organ  for  Stuart  Auditorium,  $2,900.00  was  given  for  the  support  of 
the  Church  and  Community  Worker  at  Hinton  Life  Center,  $500.00  grants  were 
awarded  to  Prison  Ministry  and  to  the  Land,  Farm  and  Justice  workshop. 

In  recognition  of  her  excellent  leadership  in  the  area  of  Christian  Education, 
$200.00  was  contributed  toward  an  endowment  fund  in  honor  of  Miss  Susan 
Carmichael,  Deaconess  and  Professor  at  Pfeiffer  College. 

Continuing  interest  in  providing  Scholarships  prompted  the  Scholarship 
Program  to  support  seven  students  at  High  Point  college,  six  at  Pfeiffer  and  five  in 
graduate  study  for  a  total  of  $21,250.00. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Quadrennial  Meeting  was  held  in  April  1984  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama.  Western  North  Carolina  had  the  largest  attendance,  184,  of 
all  Conferences.  Mrs.  Jane  Jasperse  served  as  Trip  Coordinator.  The  theme  "Visions 
of  Shalom"  was  woven  through  the  program  to  relate  the  whole  of  our  lives  to  God's 
purposes.  Three  women  from  Western  North  Carolina,  Joetta  Rinehart,  Mary 
Bethea  and  Mary  Jane  Letts  of  Cherokee  served  on  the  Planning  Committee  and 
were  program  participants. 

In  a  history  making  project,  our  Conference  sponsored  along  with  the  Women's 
Division  and  the  National  Women's  Educational  Fund,  a  Workshop  called,  "Making  A 
Difference."  The  event  sought  to  enlarge  the  field  of  women  candidates  for  public 
office,  or  those  who  would  support  women  candidates.  The  workshop  was  held 
March  31,  1984  at  Central  United  Methodist  Church,  Spencer  with  56  women 
participating.  Mrs.  Betty  Christy  served  as  chairperson  assisted  by  Mrs.  Hazel 
Everhart.  This  is  the  first  time  any  organization  has  intentionally  sought  to  increase 
the  pool  of  women  candidates. 

1985  -  "Images  of  Peace"  was  the  theme  of  the  1985  gathering  at  Lake  Junaluska 
and  the  women  were  given  opportunities  for  listening,  thinking,  praying  and  working 
for  peace.  They  went  on  a  PEACE  WALK,  knowing  that  "Peace  is  not  a  season."  All 
of  the  songs  and  every  part  of  the  program  centered  on  PEACE. 
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Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  III,  the  new  resident  bishop  of  the  W.N.C.  Conference, 
presented  four  homilies  on,  "A  Message  of  Peace,"  using  scripture  from  II 
Corinthians,  Matthew  and  Isaiah  as  bases  of  discussion.  He  said,  "The  religious 
community  may  be  the  only  community  on  earth  that  can  bring  us  toward  a  lasting 
peace." 

The  highlight  of  the  entire  conference  was  an  address  by  the  president,  Jamima 
DeMarcus,  on  "Shalom  Women."  She  pointed  out  that  "the  power  of  God  that  guided 
our  foremothcrs  to  organize  for  missions  is  still  active  in  our  midst  today.  As  we 
review  our  past  years  and  look  toward  the  future,  we  are  thankful  for  the  privilege  of 
witnessing  to  the  love  of  God  and  the  many  creative  ways  we've  found  to  be  in 
Christian  mission." 

She  named  "Shalom  Women"  of  the  past,  in  1890  Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson, 
president  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  for  36  years,  in  1926  Mrs.  C.C. 
Weaver  who  served  as  president  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  and  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  then  a  list  of  women  who  served  a  four  year  tenure  in 
the  same  office. 

She  added  that  in  1884  five  women  were  elected  as  delegates  to  General 
conference,  but  were  not  permitted  to  serve  because  they  were  not  considered 
members  of  the  Laity.  In  1906  women  were  recognized  as  members  of  the  Laity  of  the 
Church  and  a  few  were  delegates  to  General  Conference.  In  1984  there  were  near  200 
women  delegates  in  a  total  of  1 ,000  present.  This  is  the  story  of  the  progress  of  women 
in  assuming  ledership  roles  in  the  United  Methodist  Church! 

Other  features  of  the  program  were  a  musical  drama,  "Peacemaking,"  a 
symposium  on,  "The  Things  that  Make  for  Peace,"  and  an  address,  "In  Celebration  of 
United  Methodist  Women,"  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Clardy,  vice-president  of  the  Women's 
Division.  A  new  office  was  mandated  by  the  Women's  Division,  that  of  Secretary  of 
Financial  Interpretation. 

One  beautiful  NEW  idea  was  approved  for  action,  that  the  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  recommend  that  a  Bishop's  Award  for  Excellence  in  Girl  Scouting 
be  given  at  the  1986  meeting  of  the  W.N.C.  Conference.  For  the  past  few  years  a 
similar  award  had  been  given  for  Excellence  in  Boy  Scouting. 

The  Constitution  and  By  Laws  were  revised,  one  point  affecting  the  number  of 
delegates  eligible  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  major  change  was  "that  the 
voting  body  of  the  Conference  organization  shall  be  composed  of  one  representative 
for  each  local  unit  of  50  members  or  less,  and  one  additional  representative  for  each 
additional  50  members  in  the  local  units."  The  number  had  previously  been  100. 

The  Love  Offering  was  21,286.80.  One-half  was  sent  as  an  undesignated  gift  to 
mission  in  memory  of  Ronda  Robbins,  immediate  past  Conference  President, 
deceased  in  1984.  The  other  half  was  designated  for  the  Centennial  Fund. 

The  total  spent  amounted  to  $640,786.  Of  this  amount  $366,525  was  on  the 
Mission  Pledge,  $3 1 ,390  as  Call  to  Prayer  Offering,  $30, 17 1  as  World  Thank  Offering, 
plus  many  other  gifts  to  areas  of  need.  These  included  a  grant  of  $150.00  to  help 
sponsor  a  conference  wide  "Consultation  on  Older  Adults"  Seminar.  A  special 
project  on  older  women,  including  a  survey  of  local  members  and  national 
organizations,  proved  what  we  already  suspected.  Older  women  make  up  the  largest 
age  group  in  our  organization  -  and  also  in  the  whole  church.  This  fact  speaks  loudly  of 
a  new  age  and  a  new  stage  in  the  mission  of  United  Methodist  Women.  From  our 
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Church  and  Community  Funds,  $5,900.00  was  contributed  for  a  worker  at  Hinton 
Rural  Life  Center  and  a  worker  in  the  Yokefellow  Prison  Sponsorship  Program. 

Proving  the  women's  dedication  to  Peace  Making  efforts,  a  gift  of  $1,740.00 
($145.00  per  month  living  expenses  in  Nicaragua)  was  made  to  The  Reverend  Jacob 
Golden,  Jr.  to  serve  during  the  1985  1986  Conference  year  in  a  special  appointment 
to  the  "Witness  for  Peace  Mission  in  Nicaragua." 

We  celebrated  Western  North  Carolina's  newest  Deaconess,  Mary  Lou  Roller. 
She  is  a  former  Charlotte  District  United  Methodist  Women  President  and  was 
commissioned  in  October  1985  at  a  special  ceremony  in  New  York.  She  was 
presented  with  a  Special  Membership  Pin  from  the  Conference. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  was  concluded  with  a  message  on,  "Hopes  and 
Dreams  for  the  Future,"  and  the  sharing  of  bread  and  fruits  of  peace  and  justice 
delivered  by  Sister  Marjorie  Tuite. 

This  service  marked  the  end  of  the  current  vice-president's  service  in  this 
Conference,  for  Miss  Maxine  West  was  tapped  for  employment  with  the  Women's 
Division  in  New  York  City.  Her  parting  challenge  was,  "go  build  a  new  earth.  Our 
eyes,  ears  and  hearts  were  open  to  the  Spirit's  voice,  new  commitments  were  made  to 
God,  and  a  covenant  to  one  another  to  pray  and  work  for  the  goal  of  peace  and 
justice." 

At  the  end  of  this  era  the  annual  report  listed  seven  deaconesses  of  the  W.N.C. 
Conference,  three  Church  and  Community  Workers,  four  Missionaries,  one  couple 
as  Volunteers  in  Mission,  16  retired  missionaries  and  deaconesses  living  in  this 
conference,  plus  ninety  residents  of  Brooks-Howell  Home  for  Retired  Missionaries 
and  Deaconesses  in  Asheville. 

1985  -  ended  with  39,160  members  in  926  local  units  in  the  14  districts  located  in 
the  44  counties  of  Western  North  Carolina. 

The  year  also  brought  some  new  Conference  leadership.  Officer  changes 
included  Nina  Tharpe,  Vice-president;  Sandra  Galyean,  treasurer;  Ruth  Brock, 
Secretary  of  Program  Resources;  Betty  Jo  Allred,  Secretary  for  Publicity/Public 
Relations,  Ruby  Jones,  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations;  Mary  Faye 
Englebert,  Mission  Coordinator  for  Christian  Global  Concerns;  Betty  Christy, 
Parliamentarian;  Jane  Jasperse,  Chairperson  of  Leader  Development;  Mildred 
Gibson,  Chairperson  of  Scholarship  Committee;  Linda  Reep,  Dean,  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  and  a  new  staff  representative  from  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  The  Reverend  Tom  Sigmon. 

Faye  Cox,  Chairperson  on  Membership  planned  a  rotating  award  for  member- 
ship growth  in  United  Methodist  Women  for  presentation  annually.  Mr.  Joe  Whitaker 
of  Waxhaw,  created  a  woodcarving  of  the  Cross  and  Flame.  This  award  was 
presented  for  the  first  time  to  the  Winston-Salem  District  for  the  largest  increase, 
percentage  wise,  in  membership  over  last  year's  report. 

1986  -  This  was  the  year  for  the  National  Assembly  to  meet  in  Anaheim, 
California  and  172  women  from  this  Conference  journeyed  to  the  west  to  be  a  part  of 
8,600  Methodist  women  gathered  for  inspiration  and  fellowship.  The  theme  of  "Into 
The  Future  By  Faith"  was  carried  out  in  visions  of  justice,  peace,  unity  and 
community,  as  well  as  in  celebrations  of  our  heritage  as  Methodists.  Bishop  Leontine 
Kelly  of  the  San  Francisco  area  preached  at  the  closing  session.  She  is  well  known  and 
loved  in  the  W.N.C.  Conference.  The  two  scholarship  recipients  for  the  national 
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meeting  were  Mrs.  Barbara  East  for  ethnic  minority  and  Mrs.  Janet  Cox  Gurley  for 
the  Under  Age  25. 

A  successful  subscription  campaign  to  increase  the  reading  of  the  national 
magazine,  Response,  was  conducted  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  L.  Bevel  Jones,  III, 
wife  of  the  resident  bishop;  and  Mrs.  Thelma  Stamey,  a  director  of  the  Women's 
Division,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  Reading  Program  continues  strong 
with  812  members  earning  certificates  this  past  year  by  their  participation. 

The  first  Annual  Bishop's  Award  of  Excellence  for  Girl  Scouting  was  presented 
Saturday  morning,  June  1986  during  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Western  North  Carolina  by  Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones,  III.  Four  Girl  Scout 
Troops  had  met  the  designated  criteria,  written  by  the  organizing  committee 
appointed  by  the  conference  president.  Receiving  the  Awards  were:  Brownie  Troop 
#567  of  Concord,  Brownie  Troop  #582  of  Albemarle,  Cadet  Troop  #283  of  High  Point, 
and  Junior  Troop  #205  of  Forest  City. 

Members  of  the  organizing  Committee  were.  Hazel  Everhart,  Chairperson,  Ruth 
Fesperman,  Eloise  Teeter,  Linda  Hinson,  Ann  Collins,  Sylvia  Clapp,  Jewell  Key, 
Jamima  DeMarcus,  and  Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones,  III.  It  is  the  hope  and  dream  that  this 
recognition  of  Excellence  in  Girl  Scouting  can  be  extended  throughout  Methodism. 

Special  oportunities  are  being  offered  all  District  Mission  Teams  this 
quadrennium  by  the  Women's  Division.  The  program  is  entitled  "Share  the  Vision. 
Say  Yes!"  and  is  a  series  of  leader  development  events  for  district  officers. 

Two  Spiritual  Enrichment  Retreats  were  held  in  June,  1986  with  a  combined 
attendance  of  1264  and  the  School  of  Chirstian  Mission  was  held  July  24-27  at  Pfeiffer 
College.  The  overall  theme  was  "God's  Creation  -  Human  Response"  and  362  women 
studied  for  four  days. 

Scholarships  amounting  to  $26,500.00  have  been  awarded  for  1986-87  to  13 
deserving  students  at  United  Methodist  Colleges  in  this  conference  and  graduate 
schools  at  Duke  University,  Wesley,  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  Charlotte. 

$1,000.00  has  been  given  to  the  Ben  and  Qumani  Nyajka  family  from  Zimbabwe 
for  their  financial  assistance.  She  is  a  student  at  Duke  Divinity  school  preparing  for 
the  ministry. 

Changes  again  came  in  the  officer's  roster.  Mrs.  Mildred  Wishon  is  now 
Secretary  for  Publicity  Public  Relations;  Mrs.  Frances  Ratcliffe  is  Chariperson, 
Committee  on  Nominations;  and  The  Reverend  Robert  Boggan  is  the  staff 
representative.  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

1986  saw  a  new  structure  for  the  Conference  Committee  on  Finance.  Under  the 
leadership  of  the  treasurer,  Sandra  Galyean  and  Louise  Doyle,  Secretary  for 
Financial  Interpretation,  a  unified  budget  for  the  Conference  and  14  districts  has  been 
adopted. 

"Sojourners  Into  The  Future"  is  the  theme  for  the  1986  meeting  at  Lake 
Junaluska  September  5-7.  Dr.  Loy  Witherspoon,  Professor  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Charlotte,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  Dr.  Orion  Hutchinson,  Salisbury 
District  Superintendent,  will  present  the  homilies.  Nellie  Bescher  and  Freddye  Dixon- 
Moore  will  be  in  charge  of  the  music.  Lucy  Gist,  Deaconess,  will  give  the  mission 
address  and  Focus  Groups  dealing  with  today's  issues  will  be  offered  Saturday 
afternoon.  Worship  and  Communion  based  on  "The  Lima  Liturgy"  will  be  used 
Sunday  morning.  The  Reverend  Debbie  Lewis  Fox  will  preach  and  The  Reverend 
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Diana  Jones  will  serve  as  Liturgist. 

A  processional  of  Conference  officers  and  district  presidents  carrying  colorful, 
swaying  windsocks  will  open  the  meeting.  In  the  president's  message  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference, 
Mrs.  DeMarcus  will  compare  United  Methodist  women  to  the  Windsock.  She  states 
"that  just  as  the  wind  moves  freely  through  the  opening  of  the  windsock,  changing  and 
shaping  it,  so  can  the  Holy  Spirit  move  through  our  lives  when  we  are  open  and 
receptive."  She  adds  that  "United  Methodist  Women  have  been  called  the  best 
informed  women  in  the  world"  and  praises  the  many  opportunities  given  women 
through  our  resources,  training  sessions,  retreats  and  Schools  of  Mission.  Her 
concluding  statement  will  challenge  her  listeners.  "There  are  great  opportunities  for 
United  Methodist  Women  as  we  give  ourselves  in  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ  and  as 
-we  go  out  in  newness  to  be  involved  in  the  mission  to  which  we  have  been  called.  We 
must  continue  to  commit  ourselves  to  being  in  mission  and  to  Stir  Into  Flames  the 
gifts  that  are  in  us." 

The  Conference  ends  1986  with  a  net  increase  of  587  new  members.  Our  total 
membership  now  numbers  39,747 

We  continue  to  show  strong  support  and  acceptance  of  clergy  women  by 
including  them  on  conference,  district  and  local  programs  and  special  events.  The 
Westei-n  North  Carolina  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  will  sponsor  a 
Reception,  September  8,  1986  honoring  all  women  who  are  ministers,  district 
superintendents  and  bishops  at  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Clergywoman's 
Consultation  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

The  story  never  ends  -  already  plans  are  underway  for  1987.  Scheduled  are: 

The  Women's  Division  president,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Marshall,  has  accepted  an 
invitation  to  be  with  us  for  the  1987  Annual  Meeting. 

A  workshop  on  "Women  and  the  Laws  That  Adversely  Affect  Them"  will  be  held 
January  24  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Asheboro  with  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  as  Co-sponsor.  This  is  part  of  a  pilot  project  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction,  headed  by  Mrs.  Caroline  Shinn  in  this  Conference. 

A  Task  Force  has  been  appointed  to  arrange  an  "Under  Age  39"  event  to  involve 
the  younger  women.  Mrs.  Faye  Cox  and  Mrs.  Nina  Tharpe  are  the  conference 
representatives. 

A  Task  Force  has  been  selected  to  plan  a  Workshop  on  Pornography  with  the 
goal  of  finding  ways  to  eliminate  this  serious,  degrading  problem  in  today's  society. 
Mrs.  Meacy  Jackson,  Mrs.  Jean  Dennis  and  Mrs.  Mildren  Gibson  will  lead  this  effort. 


"New  times  always!  Old  time  we  cannot  keep.  Time 
does  not  become  sacred  to  us  until  we  have  lived  it, 
until  it  has  passed  over  us  and  taken  with  it  a  part  of 
ourselves. " 

There  is  much  to  do  and  we  must  be  about  our 
Father's  business. 
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%  OUR  PURPOSE  I* 


The  organized  unit  of  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
shall  be  a  community  of  women  whose  PURPOSE  is  to 
know  God  and  and  to  experience  freedom  as  whole  persons 
through  Jesus  Christ;  to  develop  a  creative,  supportive 
fellowship;  and  to  expand  concepts  of  mission  through  par- 
ticipation in  the  global  ministries  of  the  church. 
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